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[ESSAY 7s. 


The One on the 
ORIGIN of EVIL; 


The Difficulties ariſing from that Conſideration, 
are reconciled with the Perfections of Go p, and 
his Attributes are clearly V indicated. 


The Other on the 
Foundation of MoraLtTtr; 
WHEREIN 
The Schemes hitherto advanced thereon, are ſhewn 


to be Defective; Something New is added, in 


order to ſu upply thoſe Defects; And the Whole 
is Defende from all Objections. 


To which is annexed, 


NEWCASTLE upon TYNE: 
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HE firſt and third Eſſays 
were compoſed by tavo in- 
genious Gentlemen of my 
Acquaintance, to whom I 
REES communicated my Deſign. 
ben they were put into my Hands, I 
received a diſcretionary Power of pubhiſh- 
ing them, together wwith my own. In 
the firſt Eſſay, Obje&ions are ſet in fo 
fair a Light, and the Author bath ſheaws 
himſelf ſuch a ſincere Inquirer after 
Truth, that I imagined the Publication 
of 1t, could not but be acceptable to all 
unprejudiced Reaſoners. I am not, how- 
ever, willing to have it believed, that 
1 | 


11 PREFACE. 

I approve of all Things in it. I can- 
not help thinking, that he can take a- 
way GO D's Preſcience of Future Acti- 
0s, without detrafling from his Omni- 
ſcience, tho he has argued very plauſe- 
bly, to ſhew, that they are not neceſſarily 
connected one with another. The third 
Eſſay was wrote entirely at my Requeſt - 
And here I take an Opportunity of de- 
claring, that among the many Obligations 
the Author of it bas laid upon me, this 
appears to be the greateſt; becauſe his 
native Modeſty, and wonderful Humili- 
ty, always rendered him averſe to any. 
Thing of that Kind. The ſecond is en- 
tirely my own. Thus much I thought 
proper to make the Reader acquainted 
with, that I might not ſeem to claim q 
any Honour to myſelf, from the Compo- ? 
ſitions of others, 3 


Queen's Coll. Camb. 
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ORIGIN ff EVIL 


8g S I was ever from my Infancy a 
A ſincere Lover of Truth, and re- 
ſolved to embrace it whencver I 
| had an Opportunity, withour pay- 
ing any Regard to the Number of 
its Votaries, or the Authority of 
= ea Ry @/Y it; Adverſaries; it is no Wonder I 
ſhould only ſuffer myſelf to be guided by Perſons 
as long as they were under the Determinations of 
Reaſon ; And upon that Account I ſhall always 
think a blind and implicit Submiſſion to the Opi- 
nions and Doctrines of Great Men, without conſi- 
dering the Arguments and Motives by which they 
are ſupported, the higheſt Reflection imaginable 
upon the Conduct of a rational Being. 

Great Characters indeed ſeem to command our 
Attention, and oblige us to be very careful how we 


43 diſſent 


| 
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diſſent over-raſhly from them. I could never there- 
fore forgive myſelf, if I made any Oppoſition to 


their Opinions out of Prejudice or Affectation, with- 


out a clear Conviction to the contrary. This gives 
me a Right to believe they will ſuffer my Arguments 
to ſpeak for themſelves, and not be over-haſty in 
their Cenſures of Novelty; nor too apt to condemn 


this Speculation, becauſe they are not acquainted 


with its Author. 


Since my Inclinations in general have led me to 
the Study of Metaphyſicks, but more eſpecially to 


that Part of them which reſpects the Being and 


Providence of a Deity; I judged it highly neceſſa- 
ry to make a modeſt Attempt towards the recon- 
ciling of the Origin of Evil with the Moral Per- 


fections of the Almighty. It is an Objection as old 


as Religion, If Gop is endowed with all poſſible 
Perfections; if infinite Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Good- 
neſs can with any Propriety of Speech be aſcribed 
to him; whence ariſes all that Confuſion, Perplex- 
ity, and Diſorder, which is viſible in the Face of 
Things? What is the Cauſe of thoſe numerous 
(I with it could not be ſaid too juſt) Complaints 
of injured and oppreſſed Virtue, ſucceſsful and flou- 
rihing Tyranny? How many innocent Creatures 


are frequently the Prey of Fire, Famine, and Sword? 


Were I to recite the Inſtances of all Perſons that 
have been haraſſed with the bittereſt ef Afflictions, 
racked with the moſt tormenting Pains and unheard- 
of Cruelties; ſome of whom were on to wear 


out the miſerable Remains of a wretched Life in 


Priſon or Baniſhment ; and others ſummoned to 


meet Death in the moſt affrighting Shape which 


Imagination can give it; and all this upon the Ac- 


count of Piety; they would make a Hiſtory ſo 


dreadful, that the bare reading of it would be in- 


tolerably ſhocking and inſupportable to all Perſons, 
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who had not utterly laid aſide the common Prin- 


* —W » 4 


rt TW ww 


ciples of Compaſſion and Humanity. No one there- 
fore can maintain, that Vice carries its own Puniſh- 
ment along with it, as well as that Virtue is its own 
Reward in all Caſes, unleſs he be deaf to the De- 
terminations of Reaſon, the Cries of tke Innocent, 
and the common Dictates of Nature itſelf.” 

This is a Difficulty which has puzzled the moſt 
penetrating Men of all Ages, and, like the Head of 
Nile, has eue and eluded the Search of the moſt 
inquiſitive Philoſophers : And indeed it cannot be 
denied, but that ar firſt Sight it ſeems highly inju- 
rious to Providence: For that Reaſon we ought to 
be very induſtrjous in the Confutation of ir, left, 
like the Trojan Horle, it ſhould be replete with 
Miſchiefs, end in the aud . of Religion, ter- 
minate in the Subverſion of all Laws both human 
and divine, and occaſion, as a neceſſary Conſequence 
thereof, the total Diſſolution of Peace and So- 
Cilety. 

x 98 there are who endeavour to remove this 
Objection by ſuppoſing another Life, wherein all 
the ſeeming Inequalities and Hardſhips in the pre- 
ſent Diſpenſation will be corrected, and the Divine 
Juſtice and Goodneſs ſufficiently acquitted in the 


Preſence of the whole Univerſe. But this is by no 


2 


means ſufficient; becauſe in this Caſe our Adverſa- 
ries may juſtly reply, That in order to clear up the 
Difficulty we take the Divine Attributes for grant- 
ed, which is ſuppoſing the very Thing in Diſpute: 
For ſhould they preſs us a little farther, and put 
us upon the Proof of a future State, we ſhall be 
under a Neceſſity of recurring to the moral Attri- 
butes, and then might juſtly be ridiculed for proy- 
ing in a Circle. 2 
Others endeavour to diſpel this Miſt by aſſert- 
ing, That Infinite Wiſdom, Power, and Goodneſs 


could 
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could not have made better Proviſion for the Hap- 
pineſs of the Creatures than they have done in this 
Syſtem. Some natural Evils, it muſt be confeſſed, 
do ariſe from the Laws of Gravitation : An inno- 
cent Man, for Inſtance, may be walking in the 
Dark, tumble headlong down a Precipice, and loſe 
his Life, becauſe this Law univerſally takes place. 
But is it neceſſary in ſuch a Caſe that Go p ſhould 
ſuſpend the Operation of this Law? ls it at all rea- 
ſonable to expect, that He ſhould always, by mira- 
culous Interpoſitions, prevent the ill Effects of it ? 
How trifling are ſuch Misfortunes, it they be once 
compared with the vaſt and unſpeakable Advan- 
tages, which an Obſervance of this Law diſperſes 
over the whole Creation? It is to this we owe the 
pleaſant Viciſſitudes of Day and Night, and the 
agrecable Variety of Seaſons: We mult aſcribe it 
to this Principle, that we receive the Fruits of the 
Earth in due Seaſon, and are admitted to a large 


and plentiful Enjoyment of every Thing, which is 
either neceſſary for the Support of Nature, or can 


adminiſter Pleaſure and Satisfaction to the Mind. 
This Anſwer, I am perſuaded, muſt be concluded 
ſatisfactory with relation to Natural Evils; I ſhall 


therefore proceed to conſider what they urge in 


Defence of Moral one. Mons 
We are told, that ſince all the Tyranny, Op- 
_ preſſion, and Injuſtice which we meet with in the 
World do flow from an Abuſe of human Liberty, 
we cannot from thence, without a manifeſt Abſur- 
dity, draw any Charge againſt the Divine Perfecti- 
ons: For as Go p hath granted to all Mankind a 
Power, by which they can either act according to 
the Precepts of Virtue, or tread in the Paths of 
Vice, it is impoſſible theſe Evils ſhould be reme- 
died without an utter Deprivation of that Power: 
Now ſince greater Inconveniencies would ei 
rily 
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ons: For as our perceiving that a Perſon by giving 
> himſelf a Looſe to all Irregularities will ſoon put a 
Period to his Life, cannot be ſuppoſed to be the 
= Cauſe of his Actions, or render us the Inſtruments 
of his Death; ſo Gop (tho' his Knowledge infi- 
2 nitely ſurpaſſes ours, and he foreſees all the ſecret 


= Motives, Springs, and future Actions of his Crea- 
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rily ariſe from ſuch a Deprivation, there is all the 
Reaſon in the World why Go p ſhould indulge us 


in the Uſe of it; which is ſufficient to ſhew, that 


the Moral Attributes (notwithſtanding this Excep- 
tion) ſtand firm and unſhaken. 

'Tho' it muſt be allowed, that a Deſtruction of 
Liberty would be attended with greater Inconve- 
niencies, becauſe we ſhould by that Means be ren- 
dered unfit for either Rewards or Puniſhments ; 
ſince Rewards always ſuppoſe Merit, Puniſhments 
Demerit : And there cannot poſſibly be either the 
one or the other, provided a Power of acting or 
not acting be taken away: Yet it ſeems to be alto- 
gether inconſiſtent with the Goodneſs of the Al- 
mighty, to create ſuch Perſons as he could not but 
foreſee would be doomed to eternal Miſery. Can 
Gop with any Juſtneſs of Language be ſaid to con- 


- ſult the Happineſs of all Men, if he calls into Ex- 
* iftence any reaſonable Creatures, whoſe diſmal Ca- 
taſtrophe he perceives will entirely defeat that End? 


We muſt either therefore conclude againſt the In- 


| JT fallibility of his Preſcience, or be obliged to allow 


that it runs counter to his moral Perfections. 
It is urged by way of Defence, that Preſcience 


in Gop is the ſame as Knowledge in us: And as 


our Knowledge has no Influence on preſent, ſo 
Gop's Preſcience does no ways affect future Acti- 


tures) cannot without Impiety be charged with 
their Deſtruction. For the Actions of Men are not 


Conſequent upon Go p's Preſcience; but, on the 


con- 
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contrary, Go p's Preſcience is founded upon a Cer- 
tainty of their Actions. Nor does it follow from this 
Certainty that theſe Actions are neceſſary; becauſe 
they would have been equally certain, had they not 
been foreknown. It was equally certain from all 
Eternity that I ſhould write to-day, whether this 
Action of mine had been an Object of Gop's Fore- 
knowledge or not. Beſides, as we are conſcious to 
ourſelves of a Principle reſiding in us, by which 
we canembrace Virtue and abſtain from Vice in all 
Caſes; as we are aſſured farther, both from Reaſon 
and Revelation, of the pernicious Conſequences at- 
tending the one, and the ineffable Felicity which 
is neceſſarily connected with the Practice of the © 
other, it would be highly ridiculous and extrava -C- 
gant in us to aſſert, that Gop's Juſtice and Good- * 
_ neſs are imperfect, becauſe we are made the Victim 
of eternal Miſery. 5 

It may be obſerved upon this Way of arguing, 
that it runs altogether upon a ſuppoſed ſtrict Con- 
nection betwixt Preſcience and human Knowledge, 
the Abſurdity of which ſhall be taken Notice of in 
another Part of this Eſſay. In the mean time it ſhall 
be my Endeavour to ſhew, that even upon this 
Conceſſion it would be far from holding good. In 
order to do which, we muſt argue by Analogy from 
human Goodneſs to the divine. It is very true, that 
the Divine Goodneſs does far ſurpaſs that in Men; 
but then it only differs from it in Degree, not toto 
genere. For as we cannot argue without Ideas, and 
as we can have no Ideas of the Divine Perfettions 
but what ariſe from a Conſideration of ſuch as are 
human, this Method of Argumentation mult either 
be admitted, or elſe we uſe meer empty Sounds, 
and ſuffer ourſelves to be impoſed upon by hard 
Words, when we ſay that Go p is Juſt and Good. 
When we aſcribe any human Perfections to the 
| — Deity, 


we * 
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Deity, we generally annex the Ideas of Infinity to 
them, and in this conſiſts the Difference: For the 
Perfections of the Almighty are unbounded and ab- 
ſolute; whercas theſe of Men are very limited and 
defective. But provided this Analogical Way of 
arguing be rejected, it will evidently follow that 
we talk Nonſenſe, and do not know what we mean, 
when we aſcribe Goodneſs to the Deity. It may 
be of the ſame Nature with human Cruelty, and 
ſo far from being productive of our Happineſs, that 
(for any thing we could then prove to the contra- 
ry) it may be an Inclination to do Evil aſſiſted by 
Omnipotence, and finally terminate in the Ruin 
and Deſtruction of the Creatures. As I have proved 


this Method to be unqueſtionably juſt, it ſhall be 
my next Buſineſs to apply it to my preſent Pur- 


poſe. Now as a Man would be juſtly ſtigmatized 


with the odious Epithets of Barbarous and Inhu- 
man, if he did not make uſe of all proper Means 


in order to prevent the Deſtruction of any Part of 


©, 
3 
* 5. 

1 "0, 
e 


his Species: As it would be reaſonable to brand a 
Father with the Title of Unnatural, if he did not 


2 2 * 
75 

8 

7 * : 


chain up his Son, and exclude him from the Con- 


verſation of Mankind, provided he could perceive, 


£0 


. 
2 


a3, 


or have any tolerable Grounds for believing, that 
His own Inclinations, or elſe ſome particular Dil- 


= 
ow 


order, would effectually prevail upon him to em- 


# 


brue his Hands in the Blood of his Fellow-Crearures : 
What dreadful Sentiments muſt we then entertain 
of the Deity, who is ſo far from interpoſing in the 


EBehalf and Preſervation of his Creatures, that he 
ſeems rather with an unconcerned Eye to behold 
their Calamities, and make Sport of their Ruin and 
Deſtruction? The Reaſon why Men do not pre- 
vent the Misfortunes of one another, in moſt Caſes, 
is, becauſe their Abilities are inſufficient; but tho” 
their Hands are ſhort, their Inclinations are very 


well 
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well affected. Should they fee a Perſon juſt falling 


upon the Point of a naked Sword, they would im- 
mediately haften to his Aſſiſtance; their Humanity 
would forbid a moment's Stay; inſomuch that we 
mult look upon their Want of Power, not of Will, 
to be the Occaſion-· of his Sufferings. But the Caſe 
is quite otherwile with Gop; He can, but will not, 


remove theſe Grievances and Burdens which the 


Sons of Affliction fink and labour under: He is ſo 
far from deſiring the Welfare and Proſperity of all 
his Creatures, that, on the contrary, he gives ſome 
of them Being, that they may be render'd miſerable, 
and triumphs in their Deſtruction. For to what 
other End did Gop call ſuch poor wretched Mor- 
tals ot of their primitive Nothing, as he forcſaw 


would, by an Abuſe of. their Liberty, be ſwallowed # 


up in eternal Flames? Is not this Method of pro- 
_ceeving inconſiſtent with the Character of a Being, 

who is tad to be more tender than the moſt indul- 
gent Father, and whole Mercies are over all his 


Works? Would it not have been more agreeable 


to the Notion we have of a Deity, and rendered 
the Creation more perfect in general, provided ſuch 
Perſons had only been introduced upon the Stage 
of Lite, as Gop foreknew would make no ill Uſe 
of their Liberty? In vain .then is it pleaded by 
ſome, that Men are endowed with a Principle of 
Acting; that their Deſtruction therefore is of them- 


elves, and not of GoD. I ſhall add one very fa- i 
miliar Inſtance more in the Confirmation of this 


Point. Suppole a Mother ſhould ſtand by an only 


Child, and ſuffer her to be tempted till ſhe was 4 


juſt ready to give up her Virtue; what a Thirft 


for Revenge at that Time would inflame her Soul? 


Would ſhe not even endeavour, at the Hazard of 


her Life, to prevent her Daughter from being de- 4 
flowercd? It would be. to no purpole to excuſe a 
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different Behaviour in this Caſe, by alledging, that 
her Daughter was made throughly ſenſible of her 
Duty, and left ro her own Liberty ; that ſhe did 
not think it proper to put a Curb upon her Patlions, 
or reſtrain her Will, leſt an Opportunity might be 
wanting of diſplaying her Picty under that ditfculr 
and uncommon Trial. The Vorld (notwithſtand— 
ing any Arguments of that kind) would throw upon 
her the bittereſt ee and conclude her de-, 
ſerving of the molt ſevere Death. Now 1t ſuch 
* Fou! yy of Language and ſtabbing Sarcaſins be juſt- 
12 caſt upon the Character of a Mother, who be— 
- haves herſelf after that Manner under ſuch an Exi- 
© gency, tho perhaps ſhe might be affrighted at the 
© Kerio Force of the Raviſher, or have: Reaſon to 
believe that her Life might be 6k inthe Attempt, 
without defeating his Deſign : W hat diſmal and 


7 Wnclancholic Apprehenſions muſt we then entertain 


of the Deity, who, according to this Scheme, may 

1 be juſtly looked upon as guilty of more horrid A- 
bominations? He daily permits his Creatures to run 
* ' hexdlong into Ruin; nor, like the poor Mothers 


Os 


perior Power, becauſe he is Omnipotent; neither 


can he urge any Temptation for this Behaviour, 


3 


nus his Happineſs is infinitely complete. From thele 
Inſtances and Obſervations, I think it ſufficiently 
appears, that the Divine Juſtice and Goodneſs can- 


not be defended after this Manner, even tho' we 


Foul allow the above-mentioned Connexion be- 
4 tween Preſcience in Go p and Knowledge in us. 


I ſhall now, as I promiſed before, endeavour to 


1 e the e of that Congexion, Sor; s Pre- 


Pee not 8 it takes in Events which Wil cer- 
cainly happen, becauſe Gov is throughly acquaint- 
Wed with all the ſecret Springs and Motives of Mens 


8 2: Actions, 
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Actions, and foreſees before-hand the Temptations 
they will be ſubject to. Knowledge only takes in 
Actions which are preſent : As for that other fort 7 
of Knowledge amongſt us, which is entirely ground= = 
ed upon conjectural Concluſions, drawn from Ob- 
ſervations of the different Tempers and Paſſions of 
Mankind, it is altogether undeſerving of the Name 
it bears: For tho' we may conclude in general, from 

the conſtant Tenor of a Man's Life, that his Con- 

duct will be the ſame as long as the Motives of act- 
ing continue unchanged; yet it ſometimes happens 
otherwiſe, as Experience will teſtify; and when- 
ever it does ſo, we muſt impute it to a Change in 
Temper: And as theſe Changes are not very fre- 
quent, and in a great meaſure unforeſeen, we are 
apt to take it for granted, in judging of the future 
Actions of Men, that ſuch Alterations in Com- 

plexion will not be produced. Beſides, If Gop did 

not only implant Paſſions in us, but created Objects 
alſo by which they are ſenſibly affected; if he fore- 
ſaw what Determinations theſe Objects would occa- 
ſion, together with the Actions conſequent upon 
ſuch Determinations, there cannot pofliby be any 
Injuſtice in laying all the Evils neceſſarily reſulting 
from ſuch Actions at Gop's Door. I will now 
haſten on to prove, that the Notion of Preſcience 
is utterly deſtructive of human Liberty. = 

It is fo far from being true, that Preſcience is 
founded on our Actions, that, on the contrary, we 
muſt neceſſarily act after ſuch a Manner, becauſe . 

_ Gop toreknows it: For if Gop foreſees that a Man 
will act in ſuch a determinate Way, it evidently +"! 
follows, that he is deprived of a Power of acting 
otherwiſe, and conſequently cannot be denominated 
a tree Agent. Liberty may be defined to be a Power 
of acting, or not acting, in any given Caſe. If there- * 
fore Gop did certainly foreknow that I ſhould write 

; to- 
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> to-day, it was utterly impoſſible to reſtrain myſelf 
from that Act. But in caſe I experience in myſelf 
a Power by which I can either write, or let it alone, 
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the Infallibility of Preſcience muſt of Neceſſity be 


© given up. What hath been ſaid is, I think, ſuffi- 
> cient to ſhew the Impoſſibility of reconciling Pre- 
ſcience with human Liberty. We muſt then either 
forſake the one, or the other. 'T hat we have a Prin- 
ciple of Liberty, the Voice of Mankind proclaims 


N 
hs 


+ aloud. We need then only in this Caſe make a fair 
and ingenuous Appeal to all unprejudiced Minds. 


I am ſenſible we ſhall immediately have a Cry 


upon us, and be look'd upon as Enemies to the Di- 


vine Attributes by our Novel. Schemes. Will not 


they immediately reply, that Omniſcience is de- 


. 


ſtroycd by this Hypotheſis? Let us, however, try 
how far Reaſon can poſſibly carry them in this 


Point, and conſider what may be urged in order to 
> ſhew, that Omniſcience itſelf cannot ſubſiſt ſepa- 


rately from Preſcience. As God is the ſole Creator 


ol all Things, he cannot but be throughly acquaint- 
= ed with the different Natures and Properties of all 


created Objects; and, conſequently, mult of Neceſſi- 
ty know how his Creatures, according to their va- 


rrlous Conſtitutions and Springs of Action, muſt be 
affected by theſe different Objects: For how is it 
poſſible, he ſhould create Things out of Nothing, 
unleſs he perfectly underſtood the different Princi- 


1 
+ 
9 


ples of their Compoſition, as well as the Effects 
wich they would produce? It may ſtill be added 
farther, that as Gop is infinitely Wiſe, he propoſed 
to himſelf ſome great Deſign, as well from human 
Actions as the Creation in general: Our Actions 
then mult be conſidered as Means to an End; and 
1 as it would argue the greateſt Weakneſs in an All- 
> wiſe Being, to be ignorant of the Means he intended 
to make ule of, we cannot but imagin him con- 
. * | 


ſtantly 


* 
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ſtantly to have had a View of all the Revolutions 
and Events which were to be brought about by 
the Actions of Men. This does not only eſtabliſh 


the Notion of Omniſcience, but may indeed be 


look'd on as a demonſtrative Proof, that it is inſe- 
parably connected with Preſcience. 


Gob intended no other End to himſelf from 55 


man Actions, than to reward and puniſh the Agents 


according to their Deſerts: And this is no ore but 


what his Juſtice always indiſpenſibly required of 


him. Now as our Actions muſt of Courſe precede 
the Rewards or Puniſhments allotted to them, Pre- 


ſcience cannot in this Caſe be ſuppoſed at all neceſ- 
ſary, becauſe Gop is capable of judging after this 
State of Probation is ended, how far Men are re- 


_ wardable or puniſhable, according to the Virtues 


they have practiſed, or the Vices they have com- 
mitted. Before I examin the other Part of this Ob- 
jection, it will be neceſſary to confider, what has 
been faid to it by way of Reply. 

We are told, that Gop may be poſſeſſed of the 


Attribute Preſcience, and {till think it proper, for 
ſome wiſe Reaſons, to reſtrain himſelf in the Ex- 


erciſe of it. As it is no Injury to the Divine Cha- 
racter to ſuppoſe him Omnipotent, tho' Experi- 


ence does clearly evidence, that he does not always 


exerciſe a Fulneſs of Power; ſo without Preſump- 
tion it may be aſſerted, that Go p may, for ſome 
wiſe Ends and Purpoles, (tho? his Preſcience be 


completely perfect) judge it proper to confine it 


within certain Bounds : For as Gop could not fully 
exerciſe his Omnipotence without the Deſtruction 
ol his Creatures; ſo he could not univerſally diſ- 


play his Preſcience without the Downfall of Li- 
berty, and the Subverſion of his moral Perfections. 


This Anſwer will appear invalid, if it be conſi- 
dered, that Preſcience is an 1 actual, 9 
„ 
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only a potential Attribute: For tho' Gop may be 
Omnipotent, without an unbounded Exerciſe of 
Power, yet he cannot be Preſcient, unleſs he really 
foreſces all Things; ſince Preſcience does not con- 
{iſt in a Capacity, but an actual Fore-knowledge. 
J ſhall therefore, as I promiſed above, try another 
Method to obviate this Difficulty. 

As it would be highly ridiculous to believe Om- 
nipotence defective, merely upon its Inſufficienc 
to perform Impoſſibilities; ſo it would be equally 
extravagant to conclude his Omniſcience imper- 
> fect, becauſe it does not extend itſelf to the future 
Actions of his Creatures: For as Impoſſibilities are 
1 not the Objects of Omnipotence; ſo the contin- 
gent Actions of free Agents (as we have ſhewn be- 


> fore) are not the Objects of Omniſcience. As there- 


fore Gop's Inability to perform Impoſlibilitics muſt 
be imputed to an Incapacity in the Objects, and not 
any Limitation of Power; fo for the ſame Reaſon 
we Xmuſt be forced · to allow, that there is no Im- 


imſelf to be carried along by others, which are 
not in the main ſo much obſerved to influence the 

common Behaviour of Mankind; otherwiſe it muſt 

be granted, that our Actions are determined by the 


ſame fatal Neceſſity as the Movements of a Clock, 


8 


Th; 


and we ſhall be look'd upon as merely paſſive Ma- 
cChines. There is no Occaſion to urge this Argu- 
ment 
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ment any farther : The Attributes of Gop, as well 
as the Origin ot Evil, ſeem clearly to be accounted 
for upon this Bottom. I can think but 'of one Ob- 
jection more which can be alledged. 1 
It is ſaid, that a great many Miſeries and Incon- 
veniencies, which we are at preſent ſubject to, might 
have been prevented, if: Gop had thought fit to have 
created us in a more exalted State: Provided our 
Nature had been entirely ſpiritual, we ſhould never 
have ſunk under Oppreſſion, or groaned under the 
Racks and Gibbers of a perſecuting Tyrant: We 
ſhould then have been freed from all treacherous 
Murders, and the inſupportable Anguiſh of deadly 
Poiſon : We ſhould have been exempt alſo from 
the more dreadful Calamities of Sword, Peſtilence, 
0 and Famine, and the deſtructive Shocks of the all- 
. devouring Earth: We ſhould have had mere Wiſ- 
1 dom to diſcern our Duty in all Caſes, and fewer 
Temptations to omit the Performance of it. 

In Anſwer to which, let it be obſerved, that all 
Arguments are inſufficient, which prove equally in 
all Caſes; and 1 fancy this will appear to be one of 
that kind. This Objection (as the Logicians phraſe 
it) proves too much, and conſequently nothing at 
all: For as Gop could not have ereated us in a more 
perfect State without implanting in us a Principle 
of Liberty, we muſt neceſſarily be liable to all the 
Inconveniencies which reſult from the Abuſe of that 
Principle; and then the Objection would ſtill re- 
turn, viz. Why were we not created in a more per- 

feet State? Suppoſe, for once, our Condition had 7 
been raiſed as high as the fallen Angels, it is poſſi- 

| ble we might have been plunged into the ſame de- 
plorable Misfortunes, for rebelling againſt Heaven: 

N OW, alas! if that had been our woful Caſe, the 0 x 
fame Grounds for complaining of our imperfe& = 
Natures would ſtill remain, and in all Probability # 
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we ſhould be apt, like them, to burſt out into the 
moſt horrid and blaſphemous Execrations againſt 


„ 


our adorable Lord and Maker. | 

As this Anſwer is, in my Judgment, very con- 
vincing and fatisfactory, I ſhall enlarge no more 
upon it. Theſe Remarks have already excceded thc 
Length which I at firſt expected. However, hope 
that will be no Exception againſt them, ſince vail 
Folio's have been wrote upon the ſame Subject, 
which have rather tended to darken than brighten 
up the myſterious Conduct of. Providence in this 
3 Affair: Whereas I have, in this ſmall Compats, 
F 

q 

5 


clearly illuſtrated, and ſer in their full Strength, all 
the material Objections and Anſwers, which have 
_—Zever been taken notice of in this molt important 
and copious Queſtion. I am ſenſible that great Out- 
Cries will be raiſed againſt me, for ſaying ſo much: 
They will repreſent me as one that is too much 
puffed up with a vain and ill-grounded Opinion of 
himſelf: They will draw me out as a Perſon that 
delpiſes and ſets at nought the learned Labours of 


ſufficiently confirmed by their own Experience. As 
t for my part, I am fo far from blaming, that I high- 
= Ay commend and approve of theſe great Heroes of 


Science, who have laid out ſo much Pains and Time 
d to untie this more than Gordian Knot: Their Writ- 


Gf a "7 


= gs are embelliſhed with all the Ornaments of Lan- 
>= . Fguage, and the utmoſt Beauty of Expreſſion : Mine 


are entirely deſtitute of theſe Recommendations. 
e However, as they aſſerted the Freedom of main- 
+ 7; taining what appeared to them the molt reaſona- 
y ble, I do not ſee why I may not be intitled to the 
X fame Privilege, eſpecially in a Nation where the 


Liber- 


his thats amazing and aſtoniſhing Diſcoverics, had not 
ſeveral other Great Men of our own, as well as of 
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Liberty of the Preſs is open to all. If ſuch a nar- 
row ſcanty Way of arguing as this had always pre- 


vailed, it would have obſtructed the Invention and 


Improvement of thoſe Arts and Inſtruments, which 
furniſh Men with Neceſſaries, afford them a V arie- 


ty of Pleaſures, and add a wonderful Dignity to 


human Nature. This is a Truth ſo well known, 


that it would be tedious as well as unprofitable to 
inſiſt any longer upon it. I am not indeed fo daring, 


as to imagin I could have proceeded fo far without 


the Aſſiſtance of their Works: No; even Newton 
himſelf would ſcarce have obliged the World with 


other Nations, gone before him. But when our 
great Anceſtors have cleared the Rubbiſh which 
huid in our Way, it is an eaſy Matter for us to ſtrike 
out into a new Road. A Pigmy will take in a larger 
View of ſurrounding Objects than a Giant, if placed 
upon his Shoulders. 5 lp BEL 
As I did not intend the advancing of any erro- 
neous Notions, I will with Pleaſure acknowledge 


- 


myſelf very much obliged to any Perſon, who would 8 


be pleaſed (if any ſuch appear) to point them out: 
And that he may have further Encouragement there- 
to, I do promiſe either to examin his Remarks with 
all due Reſpect and Civility, or retract my Opinions 


in a Manner as publick as they were made known. 
Nut provided any Pieces ould be publiſhed, in an- 
ſwer to what I have laid down, abounding with 
| . . . * 7 
ſcurrilous Expreſſions and indecent Ne gs as 
there will be no Room to doubt but the; Ueligned * 
more the Gratification of their Spleen and Paſſion 2? 


than the, confuting of my Arguments, and the pro- 
moting of Truth, they may be aſſured that ſuch 
will only be paſſed over, as worthy of Contempt, 


and the Conſideration of them left to the Senſe and 
Judgment of the World. | A 
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h Foundation of Morarity 


d p HERE is not one Point of greatcr 
. ISHS Importance in the whole Circle of 
Sciences, that has been lo coniuſedly 
treated of, as that which relates to 
pee the Fouridation of Morality. The Di- 
. oy vine Attributes, and every thing that 
e- Js good and praiſe-worthy, ſeem entirely to depend 
upon it. If this Matter be not rightly ſettled, all 
ns Diſtinction between Virtue and Vice will be re- 
n. moved. It has indeed been of late very much in- 
quired into, and two different Schemes have been 
ſet on foot: The one ſuppoſes all Obligation to 
as ariſe from the ſole Will of Gop the other places 
ed it in the Relations of Things. But as neither of 
hem appears ſufficient, I hope that will be enough 
to juſtify my venturing abroad upon this Subject, 
— notwithſtanding what has been ſaid already. How- 
ever, as it is highly ridiculous for an Author to 
5 C2 | make 
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make many Excuſes for his appearing in Print, 
when he is an abſolute Maſter of himſelf, and may 


chuſe whether he will do it, or not; as ſeveral A- 1 
pologies are frequently made, not one of which, 
perhaps, is true, and it lies in the Breaſt of ever 


Reader to judge, how far he thinks proper to give 


Credit to them; I ſhall, without dwelling longer 


upon any thing of that kind, immediately proceed 
to proſecute this Subject, according to my intended 


Deſign. To prevent Confuſion, as much as may be, 


I will produce all the Arguments, which can be 
alledged in Favour of that Opinion, which founds 
all Obligation in the ſole Will of Gop, together 


with the Objections againſt them; in order to ma- | 


nifeſt the Abſurdities of that Hypotheſis, from the 


Difficulties ſurrounding it. I will, /ecbzdly, handle 


the other Opinion after the ſame Manner and Me- 


thod : And ſhall, laſt of all, endeavour to ſhew, not 


only that we are obliged to purſue ſuch Courles as 


lead to Felicity, but alſo, that Gop will not alter 


the Terms of our Salvation, by encouraging the 


Practice of any Vice, merely becauſe he directs his 
Conduct (as he always ought to do) by the diffe- 


rent Fitnefſes inherent in Things themſelves. 


As the Diſpute, in ſome meaſure, turns upon the 


different Meanings which the Writers in this Con- 


troverly annex to the Term Obligation, it will be 
highly requifite, before any Argument is produced, 
to {et down their Definition of it, who are Advo- 
cates for the ſole Will of Gor; which is this, 


viz. A Neceſſity of Action ariſing from aProſpe® 


of obtaining Happineſs, or avoiding Miſery. As 


Gop is infinitely perfect in himfelf, and the Au- 
thor of our Beings, his Will muft be allowed to be 
the only Cauſe why we exiſt after this, rather than 


another Manner: As Pleaſure is more agreeable to 
a ſenſible Being than Pain, we ought to conſult our 
// 8 Hap- 
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= Happineſs in all Caſes: The very Frame and Con- 
ſtitution of our Nature require it; and the unam- 
2X mous Reaſon and Suffrages of far the greater Part 
of Mankind declare, that there is no Time impro- 
8 per for its Purſuit: We ought then at all Times 
do pay a ſtrict Obedience to Gop's Ordinances, by 
Tr *, what Means ſoever made known to us, ſince the 
d ſame Creative Power, which at firſt brought us out 
4 ol Nothing, may juſtly be ſuppoſed capable of 
„ cternally rewarding or puniſhing us, accordingly as 
be ve obey or diſobey his Commandments : Hence it 
will follow, as a neceſſary Conſequence, that his 
er ſole Will is the Foundation of Morality, and the 
a- Origin of all Obligation. To 

1e Againſt this Definition it may be objected, that 
le it ſuppoles all Actions neceſſarily determined by the 
e- © Motives of Happineſs and Miſery. How 1s it poſ- 
ot ſible otherwiſe ſuch a Neceflity of Action ſhould 
as be produced? It cannot indeed be denied, but that 
er 


theſe Motives are admirably well adapted to our 


he Complexions, and do carry great Weight and 
ais Strength along with them. They do in general 


2 
LY 
3 


tions of rational Beings. It muſt, notwithſtanding, 
he be owned, that every free Agent is endowed with 
n- 2 Power, by which he can overcome, and act con- 
be trary to theſe Motives: For. were the Cafe other- 
ech Wiſe, it would be impoſſible to ſuppoſe, that any 
70- © Perſons could be made acquainted with the extatic 
ERaptures of Bliſs, which the Angels enjoy, and the 
inexpreſſible Tortures inflicted upon evil Spirits; 
khat they ſhould have a Way chalked out to them, 
by which they may arrive at the one, and ſecure 
7 themſelves from the Dangers of the other: It is 
2 impoſſible for them, I ſay, in ſuch Circumſtances, 
do Shipwreck their Souls, by ſtecring in the Way 
of Vice, and ſplit upon the Rock of Damnation. 
1 | — But 


fe Influence moſt of the Thoughts, Words, and Ac- 
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But, alas! we find by woetul Experience, that there 
are a great many who ſeem greedily to follow after 
Wickedneſs, and with Eagernels catch at Deſtruc- 
tion. I couid heartily with this Truth was not 
confirmed by {uch numerous Initances, as to ren- 
der all further Proof ſuperfludus. We may there- 


fore ſafely venture to aſſert, that the Neceſſity in- 


cluded in this Definition is certainly inconſiſtent 


with human Liberty, and robs us of that ſelf. deter- 


mining Power, without which we cannot, with 

any tolerable degree of Senſe, be ſaid to be proper 

Objects of Rewards and Puniſhments. 
Before I examin the Argument, it may not be 


| amiſs to conſider, what may be premiſed in Favour 


of the Definition. They may tell us, that by a 
Neceſſity of Acting, in order to obtain Happinels, 
they do not mean, that we are neceſſitated to act 
one Way rather than another, but only that we 


muſt direct our Actions by ſome particular Rule, 


or elſe renounce all Thoughts of Happineſs. We 
are abſolutely free whether we will pitch upon this 
or that Method of Acting; but we muſt chuſe the 
one before the other, in caſe we would be made 


Happy. There is nothing, it muſt be owned, to 


be objected againſt the Definition thus worded. 
And indeed, ſuch is my great Opinion of their 
Parts and Abilities, that 1 cannot help believing 
this was all they intended : However, it 1s not to 
be difſembled, that their Definition is left ſhort 
and obſcure, and would, at firit Sight, induce any 


unprejudiced Perſon to believe, that it contains 
ſomething utterly irreconciteable with human Li- 
berry. Let us now try what may be ſaid in anſwer 


to the Argument itſeif. pes 
That Gop has a Power of making our Exiſtence 
cither Happy or Miſerable, is unqueſtionably cer- 
tain, How far we are obliged to conſult our Hap- 
"DO pineſs, 
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pineſs, in all Caſes, ſhall be inquired into in a more 
proper Place. We ſhall, however, tor once ſup- 
poſe it true, and fee whether it be rightly inferred 
trom thence, that we are obliged, in all Cates, to 
conform our Actions to the ſole Will of Go. I 
need not obſerve to you, how this Argument takes 
it for granted, that Gop will make us Happy in 
every relpect, and-Bce-u , Ig we do but make 
his Will the Rule of our Behaviour; Now it can 
no more follow, from Go p's being able to make 
us Happy upon theſe Conſiderations, that he will 
do ſo, than that Men will never run into any ex- 
travagant Vices and Follies, becauſe they do not 
want a Power of determining themſelves by pru- 
dential and virtuous Motives: For as a Capacity 
of living piouſly, docs not exclude a Poſſibility of 
Sinning z ſo neither does it follow, that the Con- 
dition of ſuch Perſons will not be eternally wretch- 
ed, who conſtantly endeavour to live according to 
the divine Commands, merely becauſe he can make 
them Partakers of inexhauſted Bliſs. All Conlſe- 
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2% quences therefore may juſtly be looked upon as ill 


E one, which have no other Foundation bur his 
ſole Power to ſtand upon. 6310 | 

I am not ignorant, that they endeavour to evade 
this Objection, by crying down the Hobbian Hypo- 
theſis, which founds all Right to Obedience in ir- 
reſiſtable Power. They refuſe to maintain openly, 
that Gop's Omnipotence is a ſufficient Reaſon 
why we ſhould obey his Will in all Things: For 
they conſider Gop as abounding with infinite Wiſ- 


dom and Goodnels,. as well as infinite Power. And 


though we ſhould not be obliged to obey the di- 
vine Laws, unleſs he was infinitely powerful, yet 
his infinite Power is not of itſelf ſufficient to con- 


mw. 
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Deity to the Obedience' of all rational Creatures 
but if ever it be taken ſeparately, its binding Pow- 


er vaniſhes all at once. 


Though this appears very plauſible at firſt ſight, 
I am afraid, upon canvaſſing the Matter a little more 
ſtrictly, it will be found to be*bur a thin Diſguiſe, 
which any one may pull off with a great deal of 
Eale. It is well known, that this very Set of Men 


is not directed by any Motives. If then, according 


to their Hypotheſis, Gop acts without any Rea- 


lon, it may without a Contradiction be ſuppoſed, 
that he, might have encouraged Vice by that Re- 


ward, which at preſent he has aſſured us ſhall be 
the Portion of the Righteous. And if the Caſe 
might have been fo, it will be utterly impoſſible to 


advance any Proof, which will fatisfy pious and 
rational Perſons, that their future Condition will 
not be deplorable, even beyond what Imagination 
can conceive. Whatever Averſion therefore the 

may have taken up againſt Hobbiſin, they muſt ei- 
ther allow that an Action is good, becauſe Go vp 
wills it, or, in other Words, that his Goodneſs 
is a Conſequence of his Power, in doing of which 


they muſt coincide with Hobbes; or demonſtrate FR 


his all- perfect Juſtice, Goodneſs, and Wiſdom, with- 
out having Recourle to the eternal Habitudes of 
Things; or confeſs that Obligation cannot be de- 
duced from his fole undirected Will and Pleaſure; 
which they cannot do, without being forced to 
give up their darling Opinion. . 

Being aware of this Difficulty, they aſſert, that 
his moral Perfections may be demonſtrated à Poſte- 
riori, without having any Regard to the Relations 
of Things, and are therefore highly diſpleaſed when- 
ever charged with a Peritio Principii, in taking theſe 
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abſolutely diſowns any Fitneſs or Unfitneſs of Things, ; 15 
and ſtrenuouſly inſiſts upon it, that the Divine Will 
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Attributes for granted. They argue to this Pur- 
poſe; Whatever Perfection is to be found in any 
Effect, muſt be ſuppoſed to inhere in the Cauſe in 
a higher Degree; n it cannot without an 
Abſurdity be imagined, that an Effect is more per- 
ect than its Cauſe. It is till poſſible there may 
be many Imperfections in an Effect, which the 
Cauſe is intirely free from; becauſe moſt Defects 
and Imperfections ariſe from ſome determinate Li- 
mitation, which cannot without a Blunder be aſ- 
cribed to the Cauſe: For, Inſtance; Molt of the. 
Imperfections of Creatures may fairly be ſuppoſed 
to flow from their exiſting after a dependent limi- 
ted manner: Their active, as well as intellectual 
Powers, are confined within certain Bounds; nor 
is it poſſible the Caſe ſhould be otherwiſe with 
Creatures. It would be an intolerable Piece of 


% it is made ſufficiently evident from Experience, that 
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| po have with their own. Whether ſuch a 
iſpoſition be acquired, or innate, does not any 
ways affect the preſent Argument. Hence they 
conclude, that the Creator muſt, in a more emi- 
nent Manner, be poſſeſſed of this Perfection. 


* 
= 


It is true, there are ſome, who in many Caſes 
= purſue the Good of others, without aiming directly 
at any poſitive immediate Happineſs : But in Crea- 
2M tures this benevolent Diſpoſition is not conſtantly 
7 exerted, and is always ſtained with ſome Alloy. 
They may relieve others out of a Deſire of Popu- 
larity, or of avoiding hay. preſent Uncaſinels z or 
3 | | | # | per · 
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perhaps, they may be induced to do it from a Per- 
luaſfion, that conſidering the various Fluctuation 
and Infſtab:liry of human Affairs, it may be their 
own Turn ſome time to ſtand in need of Aſſiſtance; 
or at the beſt, it can but be ſaid to ariſe from an 
Aſſociation of our own private Intereſt with the 
publick Advantage. We. cannot therefore infer, 
from the Benevolence of the Creatures, that the 


Benevolence of Gop muſt be in every reſpect per- 


fect. It is indeed at leaſt equal to that of the Crea- 
tures; but as that is imperfect, this may be de- 
fective too. It does not therefore follow, that we 
muſt be either under a Neceſſity of granting, that 
no Imperfection can cleavę to Go, or elſe of 
bringing him down upon a Level with ourſelves, 
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becauie we are ſubject to a great many Infirmities 


and Tranigreffions, and are far from being com- 
pletely perfect. They muſt therefore, in order to 
maintain this Point, be obliged to prove, that the 
Deity could have no other Defign in creating the 


World, but that of making Men happy. Before 1 


diſmiſs the Argument, it may not be improper to 
take notice, that theſe very Men utrerly diſclaim 


the Notion of a moral Senſe, which is nothing elſe 
but a Diſpoſition to communicare Pleaſure, confi- © 
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dered as previous to, or in no wiſe influenced by 3 
the Reaſon of Things: They contend, notwithj- 


ſtanding, that we were created only upon this Ac- 
count, becauſe Go Dp was defirous of making us 


happy. This Deſire in Gop then mult either have 


been determined by certain Motives or. Habitudes, - 
or acquired, or elſe it is eternal. They cannot ad- *7 
mit the firſt of theſe Propoſitions without grant 


ing, that there are certain Truths exiſtent in the 
Divine Mind, by which his Will is conſtantly di- 


rected in all Caſes; which is contrary to their Hy- 


potheſis, who alrogether diſallow of any poſſible 1 
Fit- 


\ 
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Fitneſs or Unfitneſs in Things, laying aſide which, 
the Deity cannot have any Grounds or Motives 
for acting at all. Nor can they ſuppoſe the ſecond, 
without being under a Neceſſity of allowing, that 
there is an unaccountable Change in Gop without 
i any Cauſe: For as they deny that the Divine Acti- 
5 ons ae any ways. governed by a Conſideration of 


the Relations that will ariſe between created Beings, 
it will be impoſſible to. aſſign any Motives for his 
Conduct. Ir is in vain therefore to attempt an Ac- 
count either of his Actions in general, or referred 
e to ſomething in particular. Sureiy then that Change 
Which is produced without any Cauſe, muſt be 
highly unreaſonable, and the Being cxtreniely de- 
fective who labours under ſuch an Imputation. 
8 What can be more fooliſh and ridiculouſly extra- 
vagant, than to imagin that there can poſlibly be 
o any Alteration in this Cafe? But as all Change im- 
e plwies an Imperfection, there is no Occaſion to ex- 
e poſe a Notion any farther, which, in its Conſe- 
I > quence, ſo plainly proves a Defect in the Supreme 
Being. 3 8 
PVMMe ſhall now haſten on to the third Propoſition, 
ſe Which ſuppoſes ſuch an Inclination in Go p to be 
cternal. And here, I fear, we ſhall find them, ac- 
y corqding to their uſual Logick, utterly inconſiſtent 
1 + with themſelves: For if this Diſpofition to com- 
c = municate Happineſs was eternal, and independent 
of any Motives, I cannot for my Life ſee how it 
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ve differs from a moral Senſe, a Notion which in all 
S, their Writings they - endeavour fo earneſtly to ex- 
d- *# plode. One Reaſon indeed, among others, why they 
t- think rhe Opinion of the Fitneſs and Unfitneſs of 
he Things ought to be rejected, is, becauſe this No- 


i- tion is a direct Conſequence of that D-Etrin, I ſhall 

give you their Senſe, as it is expreſſed by one of 
le 1 
t- 


hem, in an E/ay on Moral Obligation, &c. pag. 30. 
1 | D 2 when, 


4 1 


dent Relations of Things, he has theſe Words; 


got to this natural Inſtinct, or moral Senſe.” I 
ſhould be unable to forbear making a Digreſſion 


fon ſhould perſuade himſelf, it can differ from it in 


lining this Task, we publickly challenge them to 
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when, after having made ſome Remarks in order 
to ſhew, how abſurd it is to believe my indepen- 


« This is ſo much like the Language of Dr. Clarke 
& and his Followers, that I am perſuaded, had they 
ce gone deeper in their Inquiries, they muſt have 


here, and examining all the Arguments they had 
produced upon this Head, did they contain any 
thing but a ſhameful begging of the Queſtion. It 


is very much to be wiſhed therefore, that they did 


: | ® IBM 
not deal fo ungenerouſly with Dr. Clarke, by charn- 
ing him with Conſequences, which neceſſarily re- 


ſult from their own Poſitions: And it will be 


found, after all, however apt they are to indulge 
themſelves in Cenſures of this kind, that an eter- 

nal Deſire to communicate Happineſs, muſt be ei- 
ther reſolvable into a moral Senſe, or nothing. The 

are then plainly reduced to a Neceſſity of either 
allowing the Fitneſs and Unfitneſs of Things, which 
they cannot do without giving up the Point in 
Diſpute, or of granting 5 55 oD is Immutable, 2 
or of confeſſing that there is a moral Senſe : For it 
is impoſſible a Man of any tolerable Share of Rea- 


any reſpect. Apprehending they will ſcarce be will- 
ing to own themſelves guilty of an Inconſiſtency, 
or of maintaining any Doctrin which caſts a Re- 
flection upon the Majeſty of Heaven, they muft 
be obliged, in order to extricate themſelves from 
theſe Difficulties, to invent a new Medium, which 
ay be ſufficient to prove, that their Principles are 
defenſible, without ſtanding by any of theſe Propo- 
{irjons. And that they may have no Excuſe for de- 
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enter upon the Performance of it. In the mean 
. 1 a ras e 1 0 4 k 3 time, : 
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| "0 of the celebrated Author before quoted, are applica- 
ble to himſelf; © Speaking of a moral Senſe, he ſays, 
„ whether they will all grant it or not, I know not 
© © but I may venture to ſay with Mr. Hutcheſon, that 
„c their Scheme is no otherwiſe intelligible, but up- 
& on a Suppoſition of. a moral Senſe.” _ 
It may not now be altogether foreign to the 
"H Purpoſe, to ſpeak ſomething concerning the Diſ- 
poſition itſelf, which muſt be either conſidered 
by us as a Perfection, or otherwiſe. If it be a Per- 
fection, we cannot avoid granting that it was eter- 
nal in Gop; becauſe the contrary Suppoſition im- 
er . SO 
1 Peg that an Addition was made to the Divine 
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poſition be denied to be a Perfection, it is abſurd 


it of Courſe follow, that all Arguments made uſe of, 
to prove that Go p is good, muſt be ridiculous, 
in which are drawn from his imparting Happineſs to 
]- Mankind; becauſe fuch a Communication ariſes 


3 Es. 2700 
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7, from a Diſpoſition which is not perfect. Ir is no- 
torious therefore, from this Obſervation, that they 
| muſt either take in a moral Senſe, or ſubvert the 
m very Foundation upon which all their Arguments 
d poſteriori are built. 5 | 


The other Demonſtration they make ſuch a Cla- 


mour about, takes its Riſe from the Remarks of 
e- Philoſophers, upon this Syſtem. Every Thing, in 

This our Globe, is contrived for the Good of the 
an Whole, and nothing is to be met with herein, 
TR Et. Which 
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which does not plainly manifeſt the Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs of Go p, and his Deſign of promoting 
the Happineſs of his Creatures: That the few ſlight | 
Inconveniencies which are found, could' not be a- 


ſomething more inſupportable in their ſtead. From 


SEL 


Bounds ) he will conſtancly and invariably make 


It muſt indeed be owned, that every Part of ou. 
Syſtem, is ſo wonderfully calculated for promo- 
ting the Good of the Creatures, that Go p him- 
ſelf could not have. advanced their Happineſs in an 

higher Degree, by any Alteration in the Mecha- 
niſm of Nature. There is {till ſomething, which 
ſeems to caſt a very deep Shade and Blemiſh upon 
the Divinity: For can we ſuppoſe, Gop a Being 
of unlimited Goodneſs, when undoubted Exper: 
ence preſents numerous Inſtances of his Creatures 


Ug 
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to our View, the Sum Total of whoſe Miſery does 
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tion might have prevented the Exerciſe of his Pow 
er in the Creation, or induced him always to in- 
terpoſe his Omnipotence, and countermand the 
Laws by which all material Bodies are governed, 
Zwhen he perceived they were like to be attended 
al with ſuch diſmal Conſequences. It will therefore 
is be in vain for them to endeavour to flip over this 
Difficulty, by urging the Neceſſity of a Future 
State, wherein theſe Infants will. be ſufficiently re- 
compenced for the Exceſs of Affliction they la- 
pPoured under, which they have hitherto rather taken 
for granted, than made out. It cannot be denied, 
if the whole Scene of human Actions be laid in 


a this large and ample Theatre of the World; if the 


Curtain be dropped as ſoon as we quit this Stage 
no bf Liſe; if then we are plunged into the wide and 
ke. geep Abyls of our primitive Nothing, ) that the 
the Divine Juſtice and Goodneſs cannot be ſufficiently 
acquitted. Now though Gop cannot properly 
dur be ſtiled Juſt and Good, unleſs there be an Aſter- 
10- Feckoningz we are not therefore from hence to 
infer the Certainty of a Future State, becauſe the 
condirional Necellity of any Event, docs not prove 
that it will really happen. We muſt therefore 
- have a prior Conviction of Go »'s moral Perfecti- 
ons, otherwiſe all ſuppoſitional Arguments of this 
Kind will vaniſh at once. Such a Conviction, we 


erl. are not to expect the deplorable Condition of the 
ure; Children before- mentioned ſhould afford us, with- 


ds. 
6; 


tion, and given them ſuch Abilities, that they can- 


ſolution to propagate Happineſs, he could not 
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Life. Is it not highly probable, from a mature 


Deliberation of Circumſtances, that Go D doomed 
them to Miſery previouſly to their Exiſtence, and 
is therefore reſolved (though their Torment be 
beyond Expreſſion great here) to render their Pu- 
niſhment more inſupportable hereafter? = 

They endeavour to evade the Force of this Ob- 
jection, in the following Manner: Gop has pla- 
ced the greateſt Part of Mankind in ſuch a Sta- 


3 


not fail of Happineſs, unleſs it be through their, 

own Miſmanagement ; whence it is very plain, 

that his Diſpoſition to communicate Happineſs, is 

immutable : That there is no arguing from Parti- 
culars to Generals, and therefore the Inſtance .of | 
Infants, before alledged, does no ways weaken the 
Truth of this Aſſertion: That theſe Infants are 
very conſiderable, in Number, and their Pains ex- 
tremely ſhort : That the Diſtempers devolved up- 
on them, are generally ſuch, as take their Riſe from 
the criminal Exceſſes of their Anceſtors, and can 
not therefore, without folly, be imputed to Gon: 
That as far che greateſt Part of Beings, to whom 
he bas given Exiſtence, do phinly teſtify his Re 
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have put a ſtop to his Creative Power, conſiſtent- 


ly with his Goodneſs: That it would argue the 
greateſt Stupidity, to imagin the Deity ſhould al- 
ways ſtop the Channel of natural Operations, and 
by a conſtant: Interpoſition of miraculous Effet, 
prevent the Birth of diſeaſed Children. Such? 

thod of proceeding, would throw the greateſt 
Reflection upon his Wiſdom. How reaſonable 


. Ps 


would it be then to conclude, that the Supreme 


Being, without frequent additional Alterations and 5 . 
Improvements, was not capable of finiſhing a Work 
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We are willing to allow, that Gor in general 
ſeems to have made a large Proviſion tor the Hap- 
pineſs of his Creatures in this Life; notwithitan- 
ding which, it may without Preſumption be in- 
ſiſted on, that no Arguments can be drawn from 
thence, ſufficient to ſatisfy any Man of common 
Underitanding, that his future Condition thall be 
exempt from Miſery, provided he makes the beſt 
Uſe of the Advantages afforded him, and conſtant- 
ly determines his Actions by the Laws of his Ma- 
ker. For as Gop can only be ſaid to be immu- 
table, upon a Suppoſition, that the Grounds of his 
acting are unalterable and independent; as there 
are no ſuch Grounds, conſidered abſtractedly from 
the Relations of Things, and they abſolutely deny 
any ſuch Fitneſſes; an Admiſſion of their Scheme 
will force us to allow, that GOD may be given to 
Change. Why then may not the Condition of 
every Perſon be reverſcd? Or how can we be alcer- 
tained, that thoſe who are happy To-day, ſhall nor 
be loaden with Affliction To-morrow ? That ſuch 
as ſpend their Time in Piety, and the Fear of Gop, 
and are crowned with an abundant Share of the 
& Riches, Pleaſures, and Honours which this our 

| earthly Globe can afford; Bleſſings which make 
Life truly deſircable; Who, over and above, enjoy 
an uninterrupted State of Health, and a noble ge- 
| nerous Soul, capable of reliſhing thete Satisfacti- 
ons, joined to a proper Degree of Prudence, by 
| which they can guard againit Surteits on the one 
| Hand, and Satiety on the other: That ſuch as 


bheſe, I ſay, ſhall not be ſubject to the Lathes of 
an avenging Gop, is what can never be demon- 


# ſtrated upon their Principles. It is true, the Over- 
flowings of Happineſs arediffaſed almoſt over eve- 
ry Part of the Creation; But will any one be fo 
| bold from thence to argue, that the moral Attri- 
| . | E. bures 


withſtanding any Reply that has been hitherto 


tuous Lives, who have groancd under the moſt | 


rible and cruel Manner, in another World ? 'They 


Deſire to communicate Happineſs. We anſwer, 
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butes ſtand clear of all Oppoſition? Is it poſſible 
we ſhould give any Account of the Pains of un- 
ſinning Infants, which does not directly ſtrike at 
ais Juſtice and Goodneſs? Is it reaſonable to ſup- 
poſe, that Children ſhould be made Sufferers, up- 
on the Account of their Parents, conſiſtently with 
theſe Perfections? Does not all this ſeem clearly to 
Evidence, that an Interpoſition of Omnipotence is 
in a great many Caſes neceſſary? It is an Aſſertion 
then, which they will never be able to make out, 
that a Prevention of ſuch Births and Diſorders, by 
an Obſtruction of the common Courſe of Nature, 

would carry a very heinous Reflection along with 
it upon the Supreme Wiſdom. As to the Difficul- 
ty ariſing from the unequal Diſtribution of Things, 
which clogs their Scheme, it {till remains, not- 


made: For though all theſe barbarous and violent 
Perſecutions we meet with here, are the natural 
Reſult of an Abuſe of Liberty, which in itſelf is 
a Perfection, and imparted by Gop to the whole 
human Species; what Inducement have we for 
believing, that Perſons ot ſtrictly religious and vir- 


heavy Burdens, and choſen in this Lite to undergo 
the ſevere Effects of the moſt mercileſs and unre- 
lenting Fury, rather than deſert the Service of their | 
Maker, ſhail not always be ſubject to the ſame 

Tyrants, and oppreſſed by them, after a more ter | 


tell us indeed, that GoDp is independent, and in- 
finitely happy in himſelf, and therefore could not 
be influenced by any Fitneſs in the Nature of | 
Things, to give Exiſtence to other Beings. The 
Creation then mult be the Effect of a permanent 


It does not follow from his Scli-ſufficiency, that 1 
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had an Intent to communicate Happineſs rather 


than Miſery. No one, that goes upon their Scheme, 
will be inabled to prove, that Go p is not beyond 
Meaſure delighted in a prepoſterous and unequita- 
ble Diſpenſation of Rewards and Puniſhments. It 
may be poſſible, notwithſtanding what they have 
advanced to the contrary, that Go p may at pre- 
ſent raiſe a Man to the very Pinnacle of Happineſs, 
and without any Reaſon at all, afterwards tumble 
him headlong into the horrid Gulph of eternal An- 
guiſh. For can Gop be faid to aim at the Wel- 
tare of his Creatures, without perpetually determin- 
ing himſelf by ſome particular Rule ? It he con- 


ſtantly Deſigns to promote their Felicity, it is plain 


beyond Diſpute, that he makes the Happinels of 
created Beings the Meaſure of his Actions. Hence 


it is very eaſy to obſcrve, that this Opinion does, 


by neceſſary Conſequence, carry along with it the 
Deſtruction of the moral Attributes: For ſetting 
aſide the Relation which one Thing bears to ano- 
ther, it will be impoſſible to prove, there is any 
Difference between Perfection and Imperfection. 
How is it conceivable, any Being ſhould act after 


RN | an imperfect Manner, if there be no Rule or Stan- 
dard by which the Quality of each Action is to be 


decided? How are we aſſured, that his Promiſes 
and Threatenings in Scripture will be verified, un- 
leſs he conforms his Actions to ſome invariable Me- 
thod? What Inducement, then can we have for 
obeying his Commands, if we can have no Grounds 
for believing that he will perform the Conditions 
undertaken on his Part? Or how can even the Di- 
vinity of Revelation itſelf be proved, when the 
moral Perfections are taken away? The Deity can- 
not be denominated in every * BS Perfect, unleſs 
he continually determines his Actions by ſome un- 
altcrable Rule: And as no ſuch Rule can be aflign- 

E 2 ed, 
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hh ed, excluſively conſidered from the Relations of 
Things, it is neceſſary, for the Vindication of the 
je Divine Honour, that we ſhould admit ſuch Habi- 
I ib - tudes and Differences in Objects, as in all Emer- 
17:8 gencics never fail to influence, his Conduct: 
ws They maintain, however, that theſe Relations 
„ rake their Rile entirely from the Will of Gop: 
1 For ſince it depended on his ſole Pleaſure, whe- 
wn! ther Things ſhould cxiſt or ngt,. their Relations, 
0 which are only Conſequences of E 


"ps 
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Exiſtence, muſt 
fo be reſolved into the ſame Principle. If we are ob- 
hi liged then to direct our Practice according to any 
65 particular Scheme, by vertue of the Relations ne- 
0 ceſſarily reſulting from our Natures; that Obliga- 
15 tion muſt primarily be fetched from the Will of 
1 Go p, who choſe to create us in ſuch a Conditi- 
Wk on. Suppole, for Inftance, Gop had created us 
8 after the Manner of Angels, we ſhould have been 
excmpt from an Obſervance of Temperance and 
Chaſtity, which are now only incumbent upon us, 

as we are placed in a focial State. bY 
It was abſolutely requiſite from Eternity, that 

all ſuch Beings as Men, ſhould conftantly keep 
themſelves within the Bounds which Temperance 
and Chaſtity preſcribe: Their Natures are fo fra- 
med and contrived, that a Compliance with ſuch 

a Manner of Acting, becomes indiſpenſibly neceſ- 
ſary for their Subſiſtance and Preſervation. The 
Eternal Being himſelf cannot releaſe us from the 
Obligations we are under to the Performance of 
ſuch Offices: He may free us from all the Ties we 
are now under, by extinguiſhing our moral and 
Aua dd inteliectual Faculties; Chaſtity and Temperance 
would ccaſe to bind us any longer, if we were once 
raiſed to the exalted Condition of Angels: But upon 

| a Suppoſitcion that we are created in this State, 
Gi tacie Duties will certainly be incumbent upon us. 
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* ME Gop may alter our Natures, but cannot alter the 
Duties of them: He may make us ceaſe to be Men, 
but cannot ſer aſide the Neceflity of our practiſing 
the Virtues already mentioned, which (as long as 

ve continue to exiſt in the ſame Condition, ) we 
are obliged to conform our Actions to. And in- 

= dced, our very Adverſaries do not ſcruple to join 


- ME with us, in declaring, that Go p cannot poſſibly 
„ injoin the Practice of the contrary Vices, becauſe 
ſt ſuch an Injunction would utterly fruſtrate the End 
of the Creation: For as an All- wiſe Being conſtantly 
y WW makes uſe of the molt proper Means to accompliſh 
bis Purpoſes, and he intending us for Society and 
1- @& Happineſs, it may reaſonably be concluded, that he 
of would make uſe of all necefJary Methods tor the 
j-  Diſcouragement of thei: groſs Enormities, which 
us are utterly deſtructive of the Deſigns he propoſed 
en to himſelf: But ſtill they refer the primary Cauſe 
1d of our Obligation, ſolely to the Divine Appoint- 
s, ment, who choſe to create us after ſuch a particu- 
lar Manner. : 
at. Though we entircly agree. with them 1n their 
ep Opinion, yet we have not Penetration enough to 
ce diſcern how it follows from the Principles they 
ra- have laid down. For how could Gop always de- 
ch ſign the Communication of Happineſs, if he was 


X never influenced thereto by any Motives ? The Al- 
mighty might probably (if he does not ſuffer him- 
ſelt to be directed by any Fitneſs in Objects,) create 
| us ſocial Beings, and encourage the Commiſſion of 

2X ſuch flagrant Crimes, as are pernicious to all Com- 
2X munitics, with a View only of rendering us; Un- 

happy in our preſent Situation. He may be of 
ſuch a fickle unaccountable Levity, (for any Thing 
that appears to the contrary upon their Hypothe- 
ſis,) as to reward great and daring Villanies with 
raviſhing and never - fading Joys. We need 2 
. make 


make uſe of any other Proof to ſhew, that Felici- 


ſtance, taken from an Obſervation upon the Ope- 


his Will. For in Caſe either the Quality of Poi- 
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ty may, by their Way of Arguing, be conſequent 

upon vicious Practices, and Happineſs ceaſe to be 

a neceſſary Appendage of Virtue. 5 
We ſhall now go on to examin the other In- 


rations of Poiſon; the Nature ot which is ſuch, 
that we are obliged never to adminiſter it to an 
innocent Perſon, becauſe it is always productive 
of fatal Effects. And as this Fatality does altoge- 
ther depend on the Will of Gop, who was plea- 
ſed to give Poiſon ſuch Powers as render it deſtru- 
ctive to Mankind; then our Obligation alſo, not 
to poiſon others, muſt be wholly reſolvable into 


fon, or the Nature of our Bodies was ſo altered, 
that the Uſe of the one could be no ways pre- 
judicial ro the other, we ſhould not be reſtrained, 
by any Obligation, from giving Poiſon to others; 
we might then even offer it to our deareſt Friends, 
not only lawfully, but innocently. 17 
Though the Relation between Poiſon and our 
Bodies be the only Reaſon why we cannot be ju- 
{tified in giving it to others, and that Relation is 
cntirely e on the Will of Gop; yet, as 
long as that Relation continues what it is, we 
muſt neceſſarily be obliged to obſerve it, without 
conſidering its original Derivation. The Act of Þ 
Killing another maliciouſly, is what we are under 
an Obligation to refrain from, whether Poiſon had | 
a Power of producing ſuch a ſhocking Separation 
between Soul and Body or not; becauſe Murder | 
occaſions ſuch Confuſion among the Creatures, as | 
tends very much (if permitted) to weaken our | 
Belicf of God's infinite Wiſdom; and therefore 
puts the Deity under a Neceſſity of Puniſhing the 
Authors of it very ſeverely, that his Honour we I 
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5 be clearly vindicated. Beſides, many and great are 
t WE the Wants and Infirmities of human Nature, ſo 
© that no Man can expect any tolerable Eaſe and Sa- 

tisfaction, if he lives ſeparately and independently 
* of others: hence is introduced a Neceſſity of enter- 
ing into Society. Since then there is ſuch a ſtrict 
1, Connexion between the Good of the Publick, and 
n that of a private Perſon, whenever the Communt- 
ty ſuffers through the Loſs of any of its Members, 
the Man who brings that Loſs upon them, mult 


- MW undergo a proportional Decreaſe of Happineſs. The 
i- 4 greatett Part of Mankind is, notwithitanding, fo 
Ot much born down by their corrupt Paſſions and In- 
Z clinations, that no Motive of that kind can have 
any Influence upon them. Reaſon, as well as Ex- 
perience, do ſufficiently prove the Expediency of 
Laws for the Well-being of Society. This the 


d, | Legiſlators of all Ages were ſo ſenſible of, that 
S3 they ſpared no Pains in making ſufficient Proviſion 
Is, for the Puniſhment of thoſe Perſons, who did not 


icruple to pollute themſelves with Crimes of fo 
horrid a Dye. The Laws have generally been ſo 
= duly adminiſtered in this Affair, that amongſt all 
the numerous Inſtances to be found in Hiſtory, we 
# ſcarce meet with any guilty of ſuch Enormitics, 
= (whatever Privacy and Artifice they might make 
= ule of) that were not brought to a ſhameful and 
publick Death. And even ſuppoſing their Fortune 
was ſo good, that they never met with any con- 
dign Puniſhment, but were ſuffer'd to pals through 
this Vale of Mijery, without any outward Dittur- 
bance, they would ſtill be of all Men the moſt 


as BE wretched: What an intolerable Anxiety of Mind 
ur By muſt they endure? What Terrors will ſurround 
wy them on every Side, for fear of being diſcovered 
gels 


; | by their Confederates, or perhaps others, who are 
Strangers to the whole Affair? This, Ro 
2 ; : f Fs N . ur- 
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ſurpriſing it may appear, will never be denied by 


: any, who do but reflect upon the frequent Exam- 


ples we have had of Perſons of the greateſt Depth 
and Subtilty, who, after they had polluted their 
Hands in theſe execrable Villainies, were ſeized 
with ſuch a ſtrange Degree of Madneſs and Phren- 
zy, as repreſented to their diſturbed Imaginations, 
a Judge pronouncing Sentence upon them; and 


have been fo ſtartled thereat, that they have im- 


mediately delivered themſelves up to the Law, by 
making a publick Confeſſion of their Crimes. The 
Rage too, which at that Time boils in the Breaſt 
of every Friend of the Deceaſed, is ſo great and 
ungovernable, that they may expect to fall Victims 
to their Reſentment, if they be not hurried into 
the Regions of the Grave by the Hands of Juſtice. 
The Reſtraint we are under then in this Caſe, does 
not ariſe from the ſole Will of Gop, who was 
pleaſed to infuſe into Poiſon ſuch a noxious Quality, 
as renders it capable of doing us an irreparable In- 
jury; but from the Relation between us and Hap- 


. pineſs, which entirely diſallows of our unjultl 


killing a Man by any Means whatever, becauſe 
Murders occaſion inſupportable Tumults and Con- 
fuſion in Society, as well as a racking Uneaſineſs 
and Difquict to the Perſon that commits them; 
and do therefore not only expoſe ſuch to the Con- 
tempt, Reproaches, and Tortures of Men, but 
make them alſo (as Gop is a Being of conſummate 
Perfection,) the Objects of the Divine Diſpleaſure 
and Indignation. There muſt be ſome Rule then 
previous to, and independent of Poiſon, by which 
it is to be managed and directed in all Caſes; and 


this Rule muſt be the Relation between us and 
Happineſs; ſince it would otherwiſe imply a very 


LY 
k 


great Ablurdity to aſſert, that ſuch an Act can, in 


any Reſpect, be irrational and unfit, For as no 


Mao 


— 
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Man could be ſaid to contract any guilt, by the 


Poiſoning of another, were not ſuch a Conduct re- 
pugnant to that Relation; the Depravity of the 
Action muſt certainly ariſe from that Repugnance. 
Go p might indeed ſo change the Nature of Poi- 
ſon, that it could not produce any pernicious Ef- 
fects; but ſuch an Alteration would not all ſhake 
the Rule of our Obligation, becauſe it was certain 
from Eternity, that all dependent Beings were 
obliged to aim at Happineſs in their whole Pro- 
ceedings: The Adminiſtration of Poiſon is incon— 
ſiſtent with our Happineſs, and muſt therefore be 
diſcouraged, not upon the Account of its noxious 
Qualities, but by vertue of ſuch an Inconſiſtency. 
We do not deny but Gop might free us from the 
Obligation we arc now under, not to give good 
Men Poiſon upon any Account, by ſo varying the 
Texture of its Particles, that it becomes harmleſs ; 
but he could not remove the primary Obligation 
we are ſubject to, of conſulting our Happineſs. 
Our Obligation not to Poiſon others, is a Conſe- 
quence of our Obligation to purſue Happineſs : 
Our Obligation to purſue Happinels, is indepen- 
dent of the Will of Gop: Our Obligation then, 
not to poiſon others, which is a Conſequence of 
it, muſt be equally independent of his Pleaſure. 
This is very eaſily made our, if it be but attended 
to, that laying aſide the Conſideration of Happi- 
neſs and Mifery, it will be impoſſible to give one 
Reaſon, why the Uſe of Poiſon ought to be for- 
bid in any Circumſtances. | 

This they abſolutely deny, by aſſerting, that the 
Nature of Actions is not to be eſtimated by any 
Relations, becauſe the Act of Killing a Man is, in 
elf, neither ſinful, nor the contrary ; but receives 
its Denomination entircly from the Circumſtances 
with which it is . It may either be _ 


the Relations of Things, it is ridiculous to have 


to, is derived from the Ideas of Senſation and Re- 
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tor the Preſervation of a Man's Life, and then it 
is Self-defence; or effected by Accident, and then 
it is Chance-medly; or performed with a malicious 
Intention, which gives it the Name of Murder. 

Can any Thing be alledged more trifling ? Do not 
different Relations neceſſarily ariſe from the different 
Circumſtances with which ſuch an Act is cloathed ? 
Does not every one judge and determin concerning 
ſuch an Action, according to its concomitant Rela- 
tions ? | | 5 

The ingenious and eminent Mr. PVilliam Law, 
is pleaſed to affirm, That as there is no occaſion for 


recourſe to them: For as Goodneſs, Wiſdom, and 
all the other Attributes of Gop are neceſſary, it 
is as abſurd ro inquire into the Cauſe of any of 
them, as it is to demand a Reaſon of his Exiſtence: 
For as the Neceſſity of Gop's Exiſtence is infer- 
red from his Eternity, ſo all his Attributes muſt 
be cqually Neceſſary, becauſe cqually Eternal. As 
to his Omniſcience, it is a groſs Piece of Stupidity 
in them to argue, that it mult be founded upon ſome 
imaginary Relations, becauſe His Conceptions and 
Manner of gaining Certainty, are intirely different 
from ours; ſince all the Knowledge we can attain 


flection, originally acquired from external Objects. 
Weanſwer, That Goodneſs entirely depends up- 
on Choice, and therefore implies a Poſhbility of 
the Contrary: For as there can be no Goodneſs 
without Liberty, fo Nexeſſity muſt be intirely re- 
pugnant to that Attribute. Certainly then, that 
otherwiſe Great Man muſt have blundered very 
ſtrangely, in making a Compariſon between that 
and his Exiſtence, which is neceſſary, and excluſive 
of any Cauſe. There is, it is true, a moral Neceſſity 
which prevents Go p from running into any F : 
Ee a 5 | | | ers; 8 
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5 ders; but there is ſtill a Power inherent in his Na- 
| ture, by which he can eaſily leap over any Bounds 
preſcribed by his Goodnels z otherwiſe, we ſhould 
t have as much Reaſon to adore the Sun, for the Bene- 
r fits we reap from it, as we have to fall down and 
? worſhip our Lord and Maker. His Omniſcience is 
> indeed as neceſſary as his Exiſtence; nor can we de- 
c ny, that the Apprehenſions of the Deity are infinite- 
ly more exact and ſuperior: to ours; that he thinks 
, after another Manner, and (if they will have it) gains 
r his Knowledge after a different Method; tho' ſuch 
6 an voy ogy cannot properly be imputed to Gop, 
d becauſe it ſuppoſes that his Knowledge was in ſome 
it degree incomplete: They muſt, notwithſtanding, 


\f be forced to yield to us in this Point, That Know- 
.. | ledge could not ſubſiſt without the Objects of it; 
and if ſo, I can only look upon infinite Wiſdom as 
a Non: entity, if the Relations of Things be thrown 
out of the Queſtion: For what Objects had G0opD 
to meditate upon before the Formation of the Uni- 
verſe? Surely it will not be ſaid, that he might 
have contemplated his own Nature, and various 
Attributes, which alone would ſuffice to conſtitute 
Omniſcience: For if Go p fully underſtood his 
own Perfections, he muſt have known the Extent 
of his Omnipotence, and have been acquainted 
with the Relations all Things would bear to cach 
other, which he had a Power of bringing into Ex- 
iſtence. And as theſe Relations were always com- 
prehended by him, it is plain, that they did con- 
ſtantly make a Part of his Knowledge. They can- 
not then but allow, that Go D was either acquain- 
ted with all the Relations, which Beings ( whoſe 
| Exiſtence is poſſible) would mutually bear to each 
other, or that ſuch an Acquaintance ſucceeded the 
| Creationz or he remains wholly in Ignorance of 
them, To maintain the Firſt, will bring them 
| F 2 un- 


44 An ES SAN on the 


under a Neceſſity of admitting theſe Relations as 
pre- exiſtent in the Divine Mind, and conſtituent 
Objects of his Knowledge. To ſuppoſe the Se- 
cond, amounts to an Aſſertion, that Gop's Wil- 
dom was very imperfect before the Creation. The 
Third cannot be defended, without caſting the 
deepeſt Slur upon the Supreme Intelligence: For 
does not ſuch a Notion make him Inferiour to the 
loweſt Rank of the human Species? Does not it 
place Go p below the meaneſt, and moſt abject of 
his Creatures? That Man would paſs for little 
better than an Idiot, that could not give an Ac- 


count of any of the Powers or Operations of the 


material Syſtem; and therefore no more need be 
added in the Confutation of a Poſition, which 
ſuppoſes Go p totally Ignorant of every 2 of 
that Kind. If Gon was then Omniſcient from 
Eternity, Truth muſt have been eternal too, which 
may caſily be proved by this ſhort Method. There 
are either eternal Truths, or not: If they allow 
the firſt Part of the Disjunction, they give up the 
Matter in debate: If they aſſert the Latter, then 
their Aſſertion muſt either be an eternal Truth, or 
not: If it be eternal, then that is an eternal Truth; 
if not, their Opinion is falſe which affirms no Truths 
are eternal. Leſt with ſome this ſhould be taken 
for a Quibble, (which I take to be a ſolid, con- 
ciſe, and pithy Argument) we need only obſerve, 
in order to ſhew the Poſſibility of eternal Truths, 
That Go p's Exiſtence is eternal; his Omniſcience 


Eternal z and his Omnipotence eternal. 


It is objected, That nothing can be concluded 
from the Fitneſs of Actions, ſince Fitneſs is only 
a relative Term, and all Actions are fit for ſome 
End or other. Hypocriſy is as fit for carrying on 


the Deſigns of a Knave, as Honeſty is for accom- 


pliſhing whatever an honeſt Man may propoſe to 
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| himſelf. But to that a Reply is not very difficult; 


becauſe, whenever we ſay ſuch a Method of Acting 
is fit, we always mean, that 1t is fit for the Attain- 
ment of the greateſt End that Being is capable of. 
Now as Righteouſneſs, Juſtice, and Goodneſs bring 
down upon the Poſſeſſors thereof, the greateſt Fe- 
licity, the Practice of them mult be of all Things 
the moſt fit for created Beings ; becauſe Happineſs 
is the nobleſt Deſign which can engage their Pur- 
ſuits. As for Hypocriſy, it ought conſtantly to be 
diſcouraged ; for though at preſent, it may be fit 


enough to ſerve ſome little Intereſt, or Conveni- 


ence z yet at the laſt, it will certainly leave its Ad- 
herents in a very diſmal and wretched Condition. 
If our Actions are intircly to be governed by 
the Will of Gop, it would follow of Courſe, 
that all Difference between Virtue and Vice would 
be taken away : 'That the distinct Barriers of Good 
and Evil would be removed: That there is no 
greater Excellency in Virtue than in Vice, and 
that the one is only preferable to the other, be- 
cauſe it is commanded. If Go p ſhould think fit 
to encourage Vice by his Commands, and inforcc 
the Obſervance of it by Rewards: If further, he 
ſhould prohibit and diſcourage Virtue, by inflict- 
ing the moſt ſevere Tortures upon its Adherents, 


they might then ſhake Hands together; all the 


mighty Difference would vaniſh : even Villanies,, 
the Relations of which at preſent do Occaſion ſuch 
ſhocking Diſorders, and violent Commotions in 
human Breaſts, would, upon ſuch an Alteration of 
the Scene, deſerve the higheſt Encomiums of the 
moſt conſummate Orators. 30 | ” 
Now as their Way of Arguing ſets Virtue and 
Vice upon an equal Footing, what is the Reaſon 
why Gop.choſe the one rather than the other? Is 
it the intrinſic Difference in their Natures, or his 
un- 
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uncauſed Determination? If an Action be good 
(as is aſſerted) becauſe Gop wills it, what poflible 
Grounds can there be for diſtinguiſhing betwixt Re- 
ligion and Profaneneſs? It Gop had willed that our 
Duty ſhould confift in a Commiſhon of the moft 
flagrant Impieties; that thele Actions, which at 
preſent are highly admired and commended as the 
_ greateſt Virtues, ſhould be upbraided, ridiculed, and 
derided, condemned as the moſt horrid and uncom- 
mon Vices, and puniſhed as ſuch, with the ſevereſt 
Death; then our Duty, would have been reverted, 
and a contrary Syſtem of Morality prevailed ; then 
it would have been as noble to deſtroy the Innocent 
and Undeſigning, as to relieve the Injured and Op- 
preſſed ; it would be as charitable to rip open the 
teeming Womb, and daſh the tender Infant againſt 
the Stones, as to aſſiſt a Woman in Travail with all 
proper Remedies, Directions, and Expences, groan- 
ing under the Preſſure of an otherwiſe inſupporta- 
ble Poverty, labouring and ready to fink under a 
Complication of the moſt exquiſite and acute Di- 
ſtempers, and dolefully lamenting the ſad Proſpect 
of dreadful Calamities, which ſeem ready to break 
in upon the Happineſs of her Child yet unborn: 
To educate diſtreſſed Orphans, and bring them up 
in a Manner ſuitable to their reſpective Conditions 
to comfort afflicted Widows, more eſpecially ſuch, 
whoſe Husbands breathed out their Souls through _ 

Crimſon Wounds received for their Country's Ser- 
vice; to reſcue whole Nations from Tyranny, and 
the mercileſs Effects of an unbounded arbitrary 
Power, has ſomething in it very beautiful and God- 
like: But laying aſide the Fitneſſes of Things, to 
trample upon the Poor under Misfortunes; to in- 
ſult Perſons for the Loſs of Relations, Eſtates, and 
Limbs, which they have ſuſtained in Defence of 
our Rights and Privileges; to ſheath: our Swords 
| | In 
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in the Bowels of our Fellow- Creatures, our Coun- 
trymen, our Friends; to ſpread Terror and Deſo- 
lation over the whole Globe, is in itſelf equally ge- 
nerous and commendable; the Character of Domi- 
tian is as Charming and amiable as that of 7/us 
Veſpaſian, tho' the one was tiled the Delight, and 


the other juſtly reproached as the Enemy of Man- 


kind. I am afraid of purſuing the dreadful Conſe- 
quences of this horrid Opinion any further : But as 
it is neceſſary that a Wound ſhould be throughly 
probed in order to work a Cure, I ſhould be want- 


ing in my Duty, if I did not lay them open. We 
are conſequentially taught by this Doctrin, that the 


Sufferings and Death of CHRISH are unneceſſary 
and ridiculous: For to what Purpoſe did Gop diſ- 

miſs his Dearly-beloved Son from the Manſions of 
Glory, and cloath him with all the Infirmities of 
human Nature? What End could he propoſe to 
himſelf, by expoſing him to all the Miſerics and 


Storms of a wretched Life; the Inſults and Tor- 


ments of a baſe and painful Death if there be no 
internal Difference or ſuperior Excellence in Acti- 
ons, conſidered abſtractedly from his mere Will and 


Pleaſure? Might not a Reconciliation have been 
procured upon much caſier Terms? It was only 


willing that the Crimes of Mankind might com- 


mence Virtues, and the Neceflity of Cuxisr's Ap- 


pearance upon Earth had been ſuperſeded. One 
would imagin, what has been {aid might be ſuffi- 
cient to deter any Man from embracing ſuch a dan- 


gerous Tenet ; a Tenet big with ſuch blaſphemous 
Conſequences : However, as we ought in Charity 


to believe, that they do not perceive the impious 


Concluſions which naturally ariſe from this Propo- 


ſition, ſince. they expreſs the higheſt Reverence for 
Gop, and believe him infinite in every Perfection; 
I ſhall endeayour, for their Conviction, to ene 
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further, that it {till carries along with it more daring 
and Atheiſtical Conſequences, than theſe already men- 
tioned z Conſequences ſo pernicious, that I would 
willingly draw a Veil over them; ſo horrible, that 
they affright and pur me into the utmoſt Conſterna- 
tion; ſo neceſſary to be diſcovered, that my Sub- 
ject would be left very imperfect without it. What 
Deſign can we poſſibly have in attempting to prove 
the Goodneſs of Gon, if all his Actions are good for 
no other Reaſon, but becauſe He wills them ? How 
is it poſſible, upon this Scheme, that Gop's Good- 
_ nels can be ary ways weakened or unſettled ? How 
ridiculous then mult be the Objections of Atheiſm 
againſt this Attribute? How unaccountably trifling 
and ſtupid are the Efforts of Divines towards the 
Demonſtration of it? | ' 
If then the Actions of our Maker are good, con- 
ſidered barely as the Effects of his Will, what Ar- 
gument can be affigned, why the Actions of all cre- 
ared Beings ought not to be pronounced * upon 
the ſame Principle? If the Divine Will, as ſuch, 
conſtitutes the Goodneſs of his Actions, then the 
Will of Mankind muſt be ſufficient to render all 
their Actions perfect; and for the ſame Reaſon, the 
Actions of the Devil and his Angels muſt be virtuous 
too: It will then of Courſe follow, that the Creator 
is no better than his Creatures; that the Father of 
Light is as wicked as the Father of Darkneſs; that 
Gow is as much to be deteſted as the Devil; and that 
there is no other Difference, but what reſults from 
Omnipotence, between the Preſerver and Deſtroyer 
of our Souls. %% ĩ ĩͤ we way 
And muſt the unſpeakable Mercies of a great and 
good Gop, be ſet upon a Level with the treacherous 
Deſigns of the old Serpent to ruin and ſeduee us daily? 
Mult the Bleſſings which are conſtantly ſhowered 
down upon us from Above, be weighed in the Scale 
againſt the manifold Miſeries and an 
Wnic 
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which by the Wiles of Satan we frequently ſmart 
under? Are the racking Torments of the Damned 
as agrecable to the Nature of a ſenſitive Creature, as 
the inconceivable Joys of beatified Saints? In ſhort, 
Is Hell as eligible as Heaven? If the Caſe be other- 
wile, I would adviſe them to reject this Notion ere 


it be too late; a Notion, which reflects the greateſt 


Diſhonour upon our Creator, lays walte the Perfec- 
tions of the Great JEHovan, and may poſitbly, one 


Time or other, occaſion the Abettors thereof to fall 


a Sacrifice into the Hands of the Living Gop. 
The ſecond Opinion I promiſed to examin, ſup- 
poſes, that there are certain immutable Fitneſſes and 
eternal Relations of Things, previous tothe Exiſtence 
of all created Objects, by which the Actions of rati- 
onal Agents ought in all Cafes to be determined, even 
abſtractedly conſidered, or (if poſſible) contrary to 
the Will of Gop: That we ought in all Cafes to be 


directed by theſe Habitudes, without regarding the 


Conveniencies or Inconveniencies which may poſſi- 
bly attend ſuch a Method of acting: That our Be- 
haviour ſhould always be conformable to theſe Rules, 
without looking up to the Sanctions of Rewards and 
Puniſhments, 'which are annexed to an Obſervance 


or Violation of them: In ſhort, That Virtue is to be 


practiſed for its own ſake, in all Caſes z and that we 
ought to lay down our Lives rather than deſert it, 
tho' we were certain of being great Lolers by the 
Bargain. | e 

That there is a certain Fitneſs and Unfitneſs in 


Things, is a Propoſition, which has already been de- 


monſtrated beyond all Poſſibility of doubting. How 
far the latter Part of this Opinion is defenſible, which 
ſuppoſes we ſhould embrace Virtue, tho? it be inſe- 
parable from Miſery, ſhall now be conſidered. One 


would think it a very needleſs Piece of Work to - 


prove, that a Man is obliged to avoid ſuch Methods 
| 'G of 


0 7 a 
2 —— 9＋3＋ꝙ——— . S 
— n „ Ge RI 
c NE r » E 
= 2 a 2 


* 
i 
p 
: 
: 
't 
1 
[EY 
4 
* 
wee 
1 
1 


r 


- 
ES 0 
Oe ny org wi; 2 | 


i 


It Hoe 


ö 


2 a 
2 . 0 


— ** 


—— 


non ii 


JT — 


$ * 


= * — — —— F 1 6 * EI r — — — — — 2 — — — — a — wo 7 88 2 
- — Er "=o ae Le EET = " — Oz SS”. "4 22 "EE 7 — * - 
3 - - a 4 - 


380 An ESSAY on the 


of acting, as will in the End involve him in a deplo- 


rable Condition. The unanimous Suffrages of all 


Nations ſufficiently manifeſt this Part of their Scheme 
to be defective. Is not the whole Race of Mankind 
very eager in their Purſuits of Happineſs ? Can one 
ſingle Individual of the Species be picked out, that 
does not neceſſarily aim at, and approve of ſuch Me- 
thods as are conducive thereto? Senſitive and ra- 
tional Beings cannot poſſibly chuſe Pain as ſuch ; it 
thwarts. the very Conſtitution of their Natures, and 
will always go againſt the Grain: A great many in- 
deed, that have ſufficient Penetration to diſcern the 
Way to Happinets, do make themſelves miſerable by 
their own Choice and Conduct ; theſe W retches, 

however; cannot be ſaid to be in Love with Pains 
and Torments;z no: they are charmed with the Pro- 
ſpect of fome preſent Good, and inconſiderately ſet 
too great a Value upon it: their Affections are in- 
tirely centered upon the beloved Object; they en- 
deavour to baniſh all Thoughts of far greater diſtant 
Advantages, which they forfeited for its ſakxe; they 
are affrighred when they take a View of the immi- 
nent and dreadful Calamities they are expoſed to, up- 
on its Account: Such melancholic Reflexions do 
mightily damp their Mirth and Jollity; but being 
reſolved not to quit their Follies, and enter upon a 
new Way of living, they are forced to have Recourſe 
to Wine, in order to drown the Uneaſineſs ariſing 
from them: Whence it is undeniably clear, that 
they aim at Happineſs in all their Projects, but ſuffer 
themſelves to be deceived into Ruin by their miſtaken 
Conceptions of it: This is the Source of all their 


Misfortunes. 


They endeavour to inforce their Scheme againſt 


what is here laid down, by obſerving, that Virtue 
has a natural Tendency to promote Happineſs: That 


an univerſal Practice of it would be the beſt Preſer- 
| vatiyc 
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vative againſt Miſery : That the Baſis of Morality 
is hxcd, immutable, and the fame to all Perſons : That 
a Variation of Circumſtances, with regard to ſome 
Individuals, cannot juſtity any difference in Behavi- 
our: That all Perſons ſhould therefore endure an 
uninterrupted Extremity of Tribulation and An- 
guith : That they ought even to meet Death itſelf 


arrayed in the molt ſolemn and pompous Manner, rathev 


than deſert its Cauſe, although they were fully per- 
ſuaded that their Exiſtence would not be prolong- 
ed beyond this ſhort Span of Life: That a contrary 
Behaviour favours too much of Selfiſhneſs, and a 


ſtrange contracted Narrownels of Spirit: That we 


ought, like our Great Creator, to promote the Wel- 
fare of others, without regarding the Loſſes or Da- 


mages ſuch a Conduct may bring upon ourſelves: 


That Utility is a baſe Maxim to proceed upon, and 


only fit for the Morality of Highway-Men and 


Pick-Pockets. | 5 

Though the bleſſed Effects, which the univerſal 
Practice of Virtue would produce, be as great as 
can be imagined, the Conſideration of them ought 
not any ways to determin the Practice of a Perſon, 
that does not find his Account in it. What Mad- 
neſs can cqual the Folly of that Man, who lays down 


his Life for the Cauſe of Virtue, without any farther 


Proſpect? To ſuppoſe that Virtue is its own Re- 


ward in all Caſes, is an extravagant Stoical Rant, which 


is by no Means ſufficient to juſtify the Conduct of 
a rational Being. Can any Thing be more incredi- 
ble or romantic, than a Perſuaſion that any Heathen 
Philoſopher, chained up in the Bull of Phalaris, and 
groaning out his Life for what he idly calls Virtue, 


does not undergo the extremeſt a. of Miſcry? 
Some Allowance mult indeed be made for the Va- 


riety, which is obſerved in Conſtitutions: No- 
thing can be more notorious, than that Perſons ſuf- 
N „5 fering 
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fcring the ſame kind of Death, do frequently endure 
very different Degrees of Torment; bur {till as long 
as we are Men, and the Union between Soul and 
Body continues, there is not one amongſt us, but 
what muſt be vehemently affected by ſuch painful 
| Senſations as theſe: A Man of the greateſt Stock 
of Courage and Patience, unaſſiſted by any Motives, 
would certainly fink under the Weight of ſuch a 
Burden: Theſe are Trials far an Over-match for us, 
and ſuch as will, with an irreſiſtible Force, notwith- 
ſtanding all our Endeavours, violently bear down 
human Nature. It may therefore ſo happen, that 
it may be altogether irrational in the Creatures to 
purſue ſuch a Method of Acting, as is intirely ſuit- 
able to the Dignity of the Creator. For as the Crea- 
tor is infinitely Happy, it may become Him always 
to act in Conformity to the Rules of Virtue whereas, 
perhaps, in a great many Caſes, ſuch a Method of 
Acting might devolve Miſery upon the Creatures, 
and ought. therefore to be rejected by them. As to 
what is faid concerning Selfiſhneſs, it is a Term on- 
ly intended to import a Man's too great Concern 
tor the Things of this World, without either look- 
ing up to Go p, the Author of them, or regarding 
the Happineſs of another Life. A Man is ſaid to be 
Selhih, and make Utility the Meaſure of his Acti- 
ons, who never conſults the Good of his Neighbour, 
nor ſcruples to commit the moſt villainous and diſ- 
honourable Actions, provided he ,does but receive 
ſome preſent Advantage from them. Such a Prin- 
ciple may indeed be ſaid to conſtitute the Morality 
of Pick-pockets. Notwithſtanding which, a Man 
is eſteemed as acting upon the moſt rational and diſ- 
intereſted Motives, who lays out all his Endeavours 
in promoting the Good of Society; in doing every 
Thing that is good, generous, and beneficial to 
Mankind, only with a View of being made happy 
„ ö c Ar De eee. 5 11 
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in another State, without regarding the preſent Con- 


veniencies or Calamities ſuch a Behaviour may bring 


upon him. | | 
Being ſtill unwilling to let fall their tottering Hy- 
otheſis, they ſtrive to ſupport it by conſidering 
Man in a two-fold Capacity, viz. As a ſenſitive, and 
as a rational Being. If we take a View of Man as 
a ſenſitive Being, he is obliged in all Caſes to con- 
ſult his Happineſs : But if we look up to the rati- 
onal Part of his Nature, he ought perpetually to 
guide himſelf by the Relations of Things. W hen- 
ever therefore his Virtue interferes with his Happi- 
neſs, (as the rational Part of his Nature is of a ſu- 
periour Excellence to his ſenſitive) he ought con- 
{tantly to decline the Latter, and embrace the For- 
mer. To ask the Reaſon of ſuch a Conduct, would 
be equally abſurd as to inquire, why, any delicately 
prepared Diſhes are grateful to the PaJate : For Vir- 


rue is as naturally and neceſſarily approved of by ra- 


tional, as Pleaſure is by ſenſitive Beings. 
In Anſwer to this, let it be obſerved, That all 
ſenſitive dependent Beings, will invariably tread in 


the Path that leads to the greateſt Happineſs, pro- 


vided they do but act according to the Dictates of 
their Reaſon. Nor in this Aſſertion do we give up 
the Relations of 'Things, but only maintain, that the 
Relation between us and Happinels, ought to be the 
Standard ot our whole Conduct. Reaſon requires 
that this Relation ſhould always be conſidered by 
us; nor can we act viciouſly, ſo long as we con- 
tinue to act by this Rule. To place Morality up- 
on other Relations, without taking this in, is truſt- 
ing to a broken Reed, and diſcouraging the Pra- 
ctice of it. The Relation between the Creator and 
his Creatures, can never oblige us to obey his Com- 


mands, unleſs we are aſſured that he will make us 


Happy, as the Reward of ſuch an Obedience. It is 
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ridiculous therefore to draw a Compariſon, and to 

ſuppoſe, that as no Reaſon is to be expected, why 
Meats are gratetul to the Palate; fo no Account 
can be given, why we approve of {uch a Method of 
Acting, as will in the End make us miſerable. 'The 
different Approbations of the firit kind, may eaſily 
be ſolved, from an odd Aſſociation of Ideas, Cu- 
ſtom, or Conſtitution. It is a common Obſervati- 
on, that ſeveral Things become extremely Pleaſant 
by Ule, which at firſt were highly diſagreeable; and 
the Reaſon of ſuch a Change in Opinion, may pro- 


| bably be owing to the Alteration, which is produced 


in the State of our Bodies. If the Parallel be juſt 
then, it will of Courſe follow, that our Approba- 
tion of Virtue will vary, according to the different 
Circumſtances which are annexed to it: For nothing 
is more evident, than that we can never approve 
of any Practices, how virtuous ſoever they may be 
looked on, which will finally intail Miſery upon us. 
They can but object one Thing more, that I am 
aware of, in order to vindicate their preſent Scheme, 
which 1 take to be this: If our Practice ought al- 


ways to be directed by the Relation between us and 


Happinels, it will of Neceſſity follow, that the Rule 
of Morality is various and mutable, and intirely de- 


pendent upon Go p's Will; becauſe He can give us 
Happineſs upon what Terms he pleaſes, and alter 


the Conditions whenever he judges proper, which 


makes us liable to the ſame Difficulty with the Au- 


thors we have been confuting, by rendering it im- 
poſſible to aſſign a Reaſon, why Go did not in- 
join the Commiſſion of the moſt treacherqus Vil- 


lanies, rather than the contrary. 


We Anſwer, To Act agreeably to this Relation, 
is the {ame as to Act virtuouſly : The Ciroumſtances 


ol this Relation may indeed be ſo altered, that dif- 


ferent Duties may commence thereupon; yet the 


Foundation of MoR ALITY, 55 


Relation itſelf, upon which we bottom all Mora- 
lity, is fixed and immutable. We ſhould therefore 
not only be juſtified, but obliged to Act after the 
moſt fraudulent and ſcandalous Manner, if we could 
but be ſatisfied Gop would Reward ſuch a Bcha- 
viour. And in Tuch a Caſe, we are ſo far from be- 
ing blameable for acting vicioully, that, on the con- 
trary, we may be ſaid to live up to the Rules of the 
ſtricteſt Virtue, which. amongſt Creatures always 
conſiſts in conſulting & greateſt Happineſs. As to 
the other Part of the Objection, which ſuppoles no 
Reaſon can be givEn upon this Footing, why Gop 
did not patronize the greateſt Enormities, diſcou- 
rage and inflict Puniſhments upon all Perſons, who 
are poſſeſſed of any Qualities in themſelves amiable, 
beneficial to their Country, and frighten them b 
his Severities into a contrary Behaviour; it will be 
neceſſary to demonſtrate the moral Attributes, in 
order to give it a ſufficient Anſwer : We ſhall there- 
fore attempt it 4 priori, as we have proved the Im- 
poſſibility of ſucceeding à poſteriori. | 
All the Crimes of Mankind are to be aſcribed to 
ſome of theſe Cauſes, viz. They are either miſled, 
thro' an Incapacity of judging what is their Duty; 
or diſcouraged from the Pertormance of it, by the 


Threatnings and Puniſhments of Men ſuperior in 


Power to themſelves; or for the Sake of indulging 
ſome preſent Inclination and Satisfaction, poſtpone 
and negle& the Conſideration of their future Hap- 
pineſs: But none of theſe Cauſes can take Place with 
Gop; for he is Omniſcient, and cannot be impo- 
ſed upon; Omnipotent, and therefore not to be 
over-aw'd; infinitely Happy, and upon that Account 
cannot poſſibly have any Motive or Temptation to 
incourage, or even connive at thoſe Perſons, who 


intirely give themſelves up to the Pleaſures of Luſt 


and Debauchery. Hence it unqueſtionably * 
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that Gop is a Being of perfect Juſtice and Good- 
neſs; which is ſufficient to aſſure us, that the Mi- 
ſery or Happineſs of each Individual, will be propor- 
tionable to the Depth of his Wickedneſs, or the 
Progreſs he has made in Virtue. | 
This Demonſtration they do not ſcruple to reject, 
declaring that it proves equally either Way: For as 
God's Omniſcience renders him incapable of being 
deceived, his Omnipotence will not allow him to be 
terrified, and his infinite Happineſs makes it impoſſi- 
ble for him to lie under any ane © ge to communi- 
cate Happineſs, rather than infliłt Miſery upon his 
Creatures. With equal Reaſon, we may, with the 
Manichees, conclude him an infinitely evil Principle. 
It may eaſily be replied, 'That as Gop is an All- 
wiſe Being, he cannot in any caſe be imagined to 
act fooliſhly. It often indeed happens, that Men of 
very good Underſtandings, do Frequently betray the 
utmoſt Folly and Indiſcretion in their Proceedings; 
but then they either do it with an Intent of remov- 
ing ſome preſſing Uneaſineſs, or are carried away | 
with the Thoughts of enjoying {ome preſent De- 
light. Gop cannot be affected by any Motives of 
that kind. He will certainly then, as much as may 
be, avoid Confuſion in all his Works, becauſe it is 
highly derogatory to the Character of a Being 
whole Intelligence reaches to every Thing. Vicious 
Practices, we may therefore preſume, will never fail 
to be diſcouraged by Him, becauſe they are very 
apt to breed Confuſion and Diſorders among his 
Creatures, and do highly detract from his Honour 
and Dignity ; fince ſeveral would be inclined to en- 
tertain a very mean Opinion of the Wiſdom and 
Power of Gon, did they perceive them only exert- 
ed in the Creation of ſuch mad extravagant Beings, 
as by their odd inconſiſtent Freaks and unjuſtifiable 
Violences, will ſoon put a Period to their 1 
Op- 
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Upon the ſame Account he will never ceaſe to 


countenance and protect the Virtuous, who are al- 
ways endeavouring to teſtify the Reſpect they bear 
to their Maker, by conſtantly promoting the Hap- 
pineſs, and perfecting the Natures of their Fellow- 
Creatures. Can we then have any room tor doubr- 
ing, that Gop is charmed with Regularity and 
Order, and from his very Soul deteſts any Thing 
which produces Confuſion? Is not this ſufficient 
to ſatisfy us, that he intended the Happincſs of 
Mankind, and will puniſh ſuch as endcavour to 
obſtruct it? Does not his Wiſdom forbid, that 


ever his Favour ſhould be the Reſult of vicious 


Indulgences?. As it therefore appears very plainly, 
that GoD is a Being of infinite Juſtice, Goodnels, 
and Wiſdom, we need not fear that he will alter 


the Conditions of our Obedience, upon which his 


Rewards and Puniſhments are ſuſpended; becauie 

ſuch an Alteration is inconſiſtent with the Perfecti- 

ons we have proved him to be in Poſſeſhon of. 
Go will certainly then pour down the Cup of 


his Indignation upon all ſuch as ſpread Miſery and 


Deſolation among Mankind; and make cternal Lite 
the Portion of all thoſe, who ſpare no Pains for 
the Good of others, and think themſelves happy 
whenever an Opportunity preſents of doing them 
Service. But this naturally leads us into an In- 
quiry, whether Go is a proper Subject of Obli— 
gation. Theſe Gentlemen that deny the Relations 
of Things, are not willing to allow it. Obligati- 
on (ſay they) implies a Law: The very Eſlence 
of a Law preſuppoſes the Command of a Superiour, 
and the Sanctions of Rewards and Puniſhments, by 
which it is inforced : But as Go p has no Supe- 
riour, and his Happineſs is incapable of receiving 
any Diminution or Acceſſion, the Word obige 
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| ele | 
Obligation (as I take it) is nothing leſs but the 
Reaſonableneſs every one lies under, of acting up 
to the Dignity of his reſpective Nature. For In- 
ſtance, We are ſubject to an Obligation of conſul- 
ting our greateſt Happineſs in all Emergencies, be- 
cauſe our Conſtitutions are ſo framed, that we muſt 
neceſſarily approve of it, as our principal Good. 
We are alſo obliged to be grateful to our Benefa- 
ctors, placed in ſuch Circumſtances, that we cannot 
poſſibly expect any Advantage from our Gratitude, 
Gop is in like manner obliged to direct all his 
Actions by the Relations of Things, becauſe a dit- 
terent Behaviour would ſufficiently evince, that 
the Title of All-wiſe was fooliſhly aſcribed to him. 
For as it is impoſlible an All-wiſe Being ſhould a& 
_ fooliſhly without any Motive, a prepoſterous Con- 
duct will certainly be an invincible Objection a- 
gainſt his Wiſdom. Nor does this Notion take 
away all Freedom from Gop, becauſe he acts out 
of Choice, and not out of any Neceſſity. To pro- 
ceed; A Being of unlimited Wiſdom will certainly 
accommodate proper Objects to the reſpective Na- 
tures of his Creatures: Pleaſure is more ſuitable to 
the Nature of a Senſitive Being than Pain; There- 
fore he will, and is obliged to confer Happineſs upon 
us, unleſs we plunge ourſelves into Miſery, chro' our 
_ own Miſconduct ; ſince a different Manner of pro- 
ceeding, with regard to us, would be very unbecom- 
ing the tranſcendent Excellence of his Majeſty. 
They may probably aſſure us, that nothing can 
be unfit, with reſpect to Gop, ſince he cannot 
receive any Advantage or Diſadvantage (as his Hap- 
pineſs is independent) whatever Method of acting 
be pitches upon. But this does not in the leaſt 
affect the main Point; becauſe the Fitneſs of Hap- 
pineſs, when applied to created Beings, ought cer- 
rainly to determin all his Actions, with Relation to 
- | Us. 
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us. I muſt, however, ſtil think, that Gop can only 


be ney ar completely Happy, by Vertue of his 
infinite Perfections : If his Dealings then with Man- 


kind denote him in any MeaſurC perfect, his Hap- | 


pineſs muſt be defectiye in the ſame Proportion. 
We have now proved, by a tedious Chain of 
Reaſoning, that Moral Obligation cannot poſſibly 


be deduced from the ſole Will of Go p, becauſe 
his Attributes will not admit of a Demonſtration à 


poſteriori, nor can be ſupported without the Rela- 
tions of Things. We have thewn alſo, that we 
are not to conform ourſelves to virtuous Practices, 


provided the Miſery reſulting from them exceeds 


the Advantages we are to expect. Not with ſtand- 


ing which, we have made it appear, that Gop 


will not alter the Terms of our Happineſs, or make 
it only attainable by the Commiſſion of Vice; be- 
cauſe we have an indiſputable Evidence à priori, 


that no Limits can be ſer to any of his Perſections. 
If theſe Arguments, after all, ſhould be ſo abſtruſc, 


as not even to be comprehended by ſome, that en- 
tertain as reſpectful and honourable Notions of a 
Deity, as can be deſired; I would adviſe all ſuch 
to live up conſtantly to his Precepts, and remain 
aſſured, (though they may meet with ſome {mall 
Croſſes and, Diſappointments here) that their Lord, 
at his ſecond Coming, will place upon their Heads 
a dazzling and never-periſhing Crown of Glory: 
And as it ought to be the With of every Chriſtian, 
ſo I fincerely deſire, from the very Bottom of my 
Soul, after the various Contentions, Buſtles, and 
Enmities of this tranſient Scene are huſhed up in 
Silence, that all Perſons, together with me, may be 


admitted into the Poſſeſſion of tranſporting and un- 


interrupted Joys to all Eternity. 
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Think it is plainly evident, that the 
2 ſg Soul is Immaterial, fince Conſciouſneſs 
bY hy} cannot inhere in Matter: For ſince no 
1 Matter can be given that conſiſts not 

of Parts that exiſt independent of one 
another, it follows, that whatever is 
the individual Property of one, cannot be the indi- 


vidual Property of another: For then that Pr way | 
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would be transferred, which is impoſſible, ſeeing 


while it is transferred from one Subject to another, 
it inheres in nothing at all; but a Property muſt in- 
here in ſome Subject, if it exiſts at all, otherwiſe it is 
a Subſtance; nay, it would be transferred even while 
' remained where it was, and inhere in more than 
one Subject at once. It will be objected, that this 
Conſciouſneſs inheres partly in one, and partly in 
another Particle of this material Syſtem, and is dif- 

fuſed over the whole. But this is changing the moſt 
{imple Thing in the World into the moſt compound 

ed; For by this Way of Reaſoning, Conſciouſneſs 
mult reſult from the Compoſition of the ſeveral Parts 
of Conf! ciquſneſs,1 inhering in the ſeveral Particles that 
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giving Extenſion to that which we cannot conceive | 
to be extended, or to have any Relation to Exren- 
fion. Again; It may be obſected, That tho' the ſelf- 
ſame individual Conſciouſneſs cannot inhere in more 
Subjects than one, yet all the Particles may have 
Conſciouſneſſes ſo exactly alike, that they can by no 
means be diſtinguiſhed, but by their exiſting ſepa- 
rately and in different Subjects, and theſe may pro- 
perly enough be called the ſame: And that as the 
ſame Conſciouſneſs, tho? it inheres in different Sub- 
ſtances, yet conſtitutes but one Perſon ; ſo all theſe 
ſeveral Conſciouſneſſes in a material Syſtem, being 
ſo perfectly alike, that they may be called the fame, 
may appear to be one individual Conſciouſneſs, and 
make but one Perſon. Hereupon I beg leave to ask, 
To what Purpoſe is it to multiply Conſciouſneſſes, 
when one individual Confcivatich will ſerve the 
Turn as well, or better? Now as the Deity never 
did any Thing in vain, it is impoſſible there ſhould 
be two or more Conſciouſneſſes, where only one is 
required, and conſequently that Thinking ſhould in- 
here in any Thing but what is indiviſible. That all 
Matter is diviſible in Inſinitum, is plain from Reaſon 
and Experience: From Reaſon, becauſe all Matter 
conſiſts of Parts perfectly diſtinct and independent 
of one another, which can exiſt ſcparately : From 
Experience, becauſe take as ſmall a Particle of 
Matter as you pleaſe, and lay it on a plain Surface, 
the whole won't touch the Surface; therefore that 
which touches it can only be ſome Parts of it. No 
one can object againſt me, that this proves too 
much, by proving againſt the Soul's Thinking, un- 
leſs he firſt make it appear, that immaterial Beings 
have Relation to Space; and having thus proved 
the Soul to be extended, proceeds further, and de- 
monſtrates, that its Parts are diſtinct and indepen- 
dent of one another: Both theſe Propoſitions are 
$7 | true 
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truc of Matter, and hence we conclude, the Soul 
to be different from Matter; yet, as we define it 
negatively, we do not pretend, nor are under any 
Obligation to explain what it is. It would be very 
raſh to conclude, from our being unable to con- 
ceive an unextended Subſtance, that there can be 
none: For as all our Ideas (except thoſe we get 
by Reflection om the Operations of our own Minds) 
roceed from Senſation, it is impoſſible we ſhould 
ave an Idea of any Entity we have not ſenſible 
Experience ofz and that we can never have of an 
immaterial Being, fo long as we receive the Ideas 
of Things without us, only by the Reflection of 
Colours and Contact. But ſurely no one will deny 
the Exiſtence of (v. gra.) Gop, for no other Rea- 
ſon, but becauſe he cannot conceive his Exiſtence. 
This would be aſſuming to ourſelves Omniſcience 
directly, and making our Knowledge the Meaſure 
and Standard of all that exiſts, notwithſtanding 
all Demonſtrations againſt us. It would, in ſhort, 
be the ſame, as if we ſhould declare, that in De- 
monſtration there is the greateſt Uncertainty, and 
that the greateſt Certainty is, where there is no E- 
vidence. Beſides, it would ſtill be equally rafh 
to aſſert, that whatever is extended, muſt there- 
fore conſiſt of Parts independent of each other, be- 
cauſe all extended Subſtances we are acquainted with 
by the Information of our Senſes, are ſo. Theſe 
Suppoſitions can never be made by any one that 
conſiders, there are other Beings exiſting different 
from any Thing his Senſes can repreſent to him. 
As to that Argument which ſuppoſes, that as 
one active Power is ſupperadded to Matter, wiz. 
Gravitation, ſo may alſo another, viz. Conſciouſ- 
neſs; I think it ſufficiently taken off by proving, 
that the Properties of Matter render it incapable 
of a Power of Thinking. However, I ſhall fake 
| the 
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the Liberty to obſerve further, that this Argument ' 
ſtands upon a falſe Foundation: For Gravitation +. 
can never be proved to be an active Power, but is 
wiſely eſteem'd by Newton, an Impulſe of ſome im- 
material Being: Nay, it is impoſſible Matter ſhould 
be ever capable of an active Power: For an active 
Power, is a , eeg ſomething voluntarily; 
But this ſuppoſes à Will, and conſequently Under- 
ſtanding: For to will, is to chuſe; and without 
Underſtanding, a Being can never chuſe; he muſt 
underſtand what he is doing, elſe, Why does he 
chuſe? But whatever a Being does by Impulſe, in 
that he is Paſſive. 'Thole then that inſiſt upon this 
Argument, need not prove, that as Matter is en- 
ducd with one active Power, ſo may it bave ano- 

ther; but let them only prove, that later is en- 
dued with one active Power, and they have proved 
their Point: Nay, they will have proved, that not 
only ſome particular Kind of Matter, but all Mat- 
ter whatſoever Thinks; tho' they are willing to 
confine themſelves to certain Parcels of Matter, 
while they are proving equally for all Matter. 
Ler them not take for granted, the only Thing we 
want to have demonſtrated : Let that be made clear, 
and we ſubmit to their Judgment. 
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